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TAVERNERS FOOTBALL CLUB
Established 1967

Members of the Ipswich Sunday Morning Football League since 1972

(Members of the Gippeswyk Sunday League 1967 - 1972)

Members of the Saul Charity Cup

Affiliated to the Suffolk County Football Association : No. GS100083

  Colours:

1st team: White shirts, white shorts, black socks

2nd team:  Maroon shirts, white shorts, black socks 

Home ground: Greshams Sports Club, Tuddenham Rd, Ipswich

Club Committee:

	Chairman:
	 Pat Elvin
	 Tel: 748206

	Vice Chairman
	 Bill Fleming
	 Tel: 742713

	Secretary/1st team manager:
	 Bob Bullamore
	 Tel: 729586

	Treasurer:
	 Gary Pilkington
	 Tel: 01394 386686

	2nd team manager
	 Trevor Hollinsworth
	 Tel: 07802176434

	Officers
	 James Bullamore
	 Tel: 07917185487

	
	 Bevan Burgess
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	 Daren Stevens
	 Tel: 07979851887

	
	 Tom Brooks
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	 Duncan Southgate
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Club honours:
	1st team:
	Winners
	Ipswich SML Division 2
	1993/94

	
	Winners
	Fairplay -      Division 2
	2001/02

	
	Winners
	Fairplay -      Premier Div.
	2003/04

	
	Runners-up
	Ipswich SML Division 1
	2004/05

	
	Winners
	Fairplay -       Premier Div.
	2005/06

	2nd team
	Winners
	Ipswich SML Reserve Cup
	1994/95

	
	Winners
	Fairplay -      Division 5
	2001/02

	
	Winners
	Fairplay -      Div. RM 1
	2009/10

	
	Runners-up
	Ipswich SML Division 7
	1985/86

	
	Runners-up
	Ipswich SML Division 5
	1987/88

	
	Runners-up
	Ipswich SML Reserve Cup
	1992/93

	
	Runners-up
	Ipswich SML Reserve Cup
	2002/03

	
	Runners-up
	Ipswich SML Reserve Cup
	2003/04

	Club
	Runners-up
	Suffolk FA Fairplay Award
	2000/01
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Looking back with the Tavs

….from 5 to 40 years

5 years ago (November 2005)………The first team returned to action after a three week absence with a confidence-boosting 5-1 win over Whitton Maypole ’88 at Bramford Road rec. – but only after conceding an early goal in the League senior Cup tie.
Daren Stevens – with a header – Jason Riley, James Rice 2 and an own goal scored the goals.

We then stumbled to a dreadful 7-2 defeat away to old rivals Felixstowe Harpers. Trevor Hollinsworth and Liam Claydon scored the Taverners goals.

The reserves played well away to Orford Town (at Ufford) but twice had to fight back from behind to grab a point. Sam Burrows stabbed home our first goal and then produced the cross for Tem Atabaky to fire home the equaliser in the dying minutes.

We then cruised into the quarter final of the League Reserve Cup with a 7-1 win over Witnesham reserves (away). Sam Burrows, Sam Vincent 3, Mike Cura, Bevan Burgess and Daren Warner scored the Taverners goals.
A disappointing 3-1 defeat at the hands of Fat Cat followed. Vaughn Gledhill’s fine header registered the Tavs goal.
10 years ago (November 2000)……The first team began with a poor home performance at home to Greyhound Athletic which saw us lose 3-0. We followed this with a visit to Forum Pool and, despite holding a 2-1 lead with 20 minutes left, we were eventually beaten by a disappointing 5-2. Our goals were scored by Daren Stevens and Paul Oakshott.

Visiting Case is Altered at Dumbarton Road, we went behind but fought back well to win with second half goals from Tim Howard and Trevor Hollinsworth.

Another fight-back was needed in the return fixture, as the Case established a two goal lead and went close to adding a third. However, a Trevor Hollinsworth goal gave us hope and we went on to win 3-2 with goals from Andy Spivey (penalty) and Trevor Hollinsworth.

The reserves kicked off the month with a 2-0 win away Eastern Electricity reserves through goals from Mike Cura and Tom Walker. We were then beaten 5-2 by Stow Pickerel but bounced back to knock Northam Celtic reserves out of the Reserve Cup in an 8-0 scoreline. Ray Sherman 4, Tom Walker 2, Danny Marsh and Andy Bown scored the goals.
15 years ago (November 1995)……The Tavs first eleven produced a poor performance against Eastern Eagles at home and were beaten 4-2 (our goals coming from an Andy Spivey penalty and Gary Cunningham). We played with great spirit away to St Clements with Daren Stevens forced into goalkeeping action as a ‘keeping crisis continued but we were finally beaten 3-0.

The reserves beat SEH 2-1 with goals from Mike Ray and Matt Morling and then won away to Telephone Engineers by 3-1. The Tavs goals were scored by Matt Morling, Mike Ray and Bevan Burgess.

We then visited Seaton Rovers reserves at Eastward Ho in the Reserve Cup - Taverners, of course, being the cup holders. Mark ‘Bubble’ Smith put the Tavs ahead but Seaton fought back to equalise and the game was up for grabs.

However, as the News & Review of the day reported “the game was suddenly won and lost by two Taverners goals in a matter of a few minutes….first Pat Elvin, determined in the Tavs midfield throughout, won the ball in midfield and, as he hit the deck, saw his well-flighted effort fly over the keeper and into the net! Then Matt Morling broke through on the right and blasted his shot into goal via the far post.”

‘Bubble’ and Mike Ray added further goals as  Taverners won 5-1.

20 years ago (November 1990)…..The first team began the month with a spectacular 5-2 win away to Hintlesham United. The scorers were Gary Cunningham 3, Trevor Hedges and Terry Pilbro. A 3-2 win over Needham Market followed which saw the Tavs qualify for the League Senior Cup Quarter Finals for the first time. Andy Spivey, Terry Pilbro and Gary Cunningham scored the goals.

 A home game against the Duke of York saw Taverners fall 2-0 behind after only ten minutes but we fought back and reduced the arrears through an Andy Spivey spot-kick before grabbing a point via a Terry Pilbro ‘special’ from long range.

The reserves entertained Armada reserves and secured the points with a 6-0 victory against opponents struggling at the wrong end of the table. Gary Cunningham 2, Jon Simpson, Jamie Needham 2 and Ian Green scored the Tavs goals.

The month ended with a 1-1 draw against Ipswich Telephone Engineers, our goal being an ‘o.g.’
25 years ago (November 1985)….. The first team gave a poorish display in losing 2-1 to Felixstowe Spartans in a Division 2 game, Chris Lushington scoring our goal. However, we came back the following week to beat Holbrook Rovers 3-2 with a last-minute Steve Nunn goal. Two goals from Pat Elvin had put the Tavs in a commanding position but we then allowed Holbrook to fight back….before Steve’s dramatic winner.

We put up a tremendous showing against Division 1 (now Premier) side Capel Plough in a Senior Cup 3rd round tie and were unlucky to go out of the competition by virtue of an own goal in extra time which gave Capel a 2-1 victory. Elwyn Goulding scored our goal.

Ian Green made an impact in his first full game for the Club following his transfer from GRE, scoring twice as the reserves beat St Margarets by 3-2, his second goal being the winner. Our other goalscorer was Andy Glover.

We then slipped up, allowing Anglia Videos to come back and win 2-1 after an Adrian Butler goal had put the Tavs ahead early on, but a week later we returned to winning ways with a 4-2 victory over Park Vale. Chris Voller, Ian Green, Andy Glover and an own goal netted for the Tavs. The reserves then slid out of the League Reserve Cup to Capel Plough reserves, Andy Glover scoring in a 1-4 scoreline

30 years ago (November 1980)……The first eleven suffered a disappointing 3-1 home defeat at the hands of PO Research, Chris Potter scoring our goal. We were then beaten 2-1 by John Player reserves in another Division 4 game, Pat Elvin hitting the target for the Tavs.

A week later we visited Gainsborough Sports Centre (then the Airport rec.) to meet Northam Celtic and found the pitch covered in snow. Despite being the visitors, the Tavs made great efforts to clear the lines and our hard work was rewarded with a 1-0 victory, Steve Baker scoring. The 1st team then visited Somersham in a friendly which ended 1-1. Chris Potter scored our goal from the penalty spot.

The reserves secured their first win of the season, coming from behind three times before finally beating Armada reserves 4-3 with goals from Bill Ormsby 3 and a Mick Flude penalty. We then beat FC Kaparna 7-4 in a friendly, with goals  from Terry Pilbro, Mick Flude, Dave Piper, Chris Lushington, Trevor Hedges, Andy Reilly and Keith Newman.

The team followed this up with a 6-0 win over Ipswich Rangers, our goals being scored by Bill Ormsby 4, Dave Piper and Steve Baker but we were then beaten by Rebels by 4-1. Bill Ormsby netted a penalty at one end while Tavs goalkeeper Steve Easter saved a spot-kick at the other.

35 years ago (November 1975).....We began with a comprehensive SML Cup defeat, 6-0 at the hands of the talented Tooks side at Whitton Maypole. Another reverse followed, Hadleigh Town winning 3-1 at Bourne Park to record an early-season double over the Tavs. Glen Parker scored the Taverners goal from the penalty spot.

We bounced back, however, to beat Rampant Horse 5-2 at home, the goals coming from Glen Parker, John Davey 2, Pat Elvin and Paul Miller. The month ended with a 3-1 Sunday Shield defeat at the hands of Italia Unita, Pat Elvin scoring.

40 years ago (November 1970)……Taverners played the return match against Kesgrave YC only a week after the teams’ first meeting and, once again, chances were few and far between in a 1-1 draw. Adrian Dickerson scored the Tavs goal.

We then visited Debenham YC, rather an unknown quantity. Winning the toss, we made the wise decision to take advantage of the slope in the first half and built up a commanding lead by the break. The second half saw Debenham fight back but we ended up 6-1 winners with goals from Ross Turtill 3, Mick Johnson 2 and a John Steward penalty.

A week later, we entertained Holbrook YC at Woolverstone. Unfortunately, there was to be no repeat of the Taverners heroics in the teams’ first meeting and Holbrook ran out easy 3-0 winners.
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5 years ago (December 2005)………The first team produced a better performance than in their last game, but were still beaten 3-1 by Norbridge at Whitton Sports Centre. Trevor Hollinsworth scored the Taverners goal but we relied on some fine goalkeeping from David Rice to stay in the hunt as Norbridge dominated the second half.
Taverners reserves entertained Oak Tavern – Lowestoft-based holders of the Sunday trophy – in a Sunday Shield tie which proved highly charged, with a number of early fouls leading to ill-feeling between the teams.
Oak Tavern grabbed the lead but an own goal by their keeper levelled the scores before a thunderbolt from an acute angle from Sam Burrows settled the tie.
An Oak player was dismissed and the referee suffered harassment all the way back to his changing room following the final whistle.

Disappointingly, our return to league duty saw the reserves beaten 4-2 by Rushmere CFC. Sam Burrows and Ollie Duncan scored the Tavs goals.
 10 years ago (December 2000)………The first team began the run-up to Christmas with a disappointing 3-2 defeat away to Greyhound Athletic after leading through an own goal. Gary Cunningham was our other scorer. We were then neaten 5-2 at home by Belstead Arms, our scorers being Richard Fuller and Trevor Hollinsworth before ending the year with more disappointment, losing 2-1 at home to Capel Plough. Trevor Hollinsworth netted the Tavs goal.
The reserves drew 2-2 away to Alderton, the goals coming from Tom Walker and Gary Pilkington but then closed year 2000 with a two goal defeat away to Royal Oak.
15 years ago (December 1995)……..The first team deserved better than a single goal defeat at the hands of Melton YCOB at Cranes. Daren Stevens did well, once again, as stand-in goalkeeper while Paul Ryan captained the side in the absence of the injured Andy Spivey. The team bounced back to secure a fine 4-0 away win over Eastern Eagles through goals from Robert Parker, Mike Cura, Gary Cunningham and Kevin Oxborrow. The Eagles missed a penalty at a vital stage.

The News & Review’s report of the reserve team’s visit to Worlingworth began with the comment that….”you just know you’re going to have problems finding a place when the village sign is bigger than the village itself!”

Unfortunately, a game which should have been won was rather thrown away as Worlingworth won 4-3, the Tavs goals came from Mike Ray, Matt Morling and a Neil Bennett penalty.
20 years ago (December 1990)…………. The month began for the first team with a 5-0 win over RSSC Dales, our scorers being Kevin Oxborrow, Andy Spivey 2 (one penalty) and Gary Cunningham 2 but we were then held to a goalless draw by Norbridge. The year ended with a disappointing 3-0 defeat at the hands of Felixstowe Spartans.

Meanwhile the reserves began with a 1-0 Division 5 victory over JTB at home, our winning goal being scored by John Simpson. We then drew 2-2 with 405 at Bader Close, Jamie Needham scoring both the Taverners goals. Although our resources were stretched to the limits, the reserves managed to beat Sproughton United 2-1 with goals from Taffy Goulding and Craig Sherwood.

25 years ago (December 1985)……..The first team won a tough struggle against Aquarius, Terry Pilbro 2 and Elwyn Goulding scoring the goals in a 3-2 scoreline.Terry was again on target against RSSC Dales at Ransomes but the home side equalised midway through the second half to grab a share of the points.
Taverners scored early on again a week later against Felixstowe Harpers - via Elwyn Goulding - but this time managed to hold onto their lead to secure a narrow victory.

We rounded off 1985 with a fine 4-0 win away to McDougall Rose with goals from Elwyn Goulding 2, Steve Nunn and Pat Elvin.
The reserves went to town against East End, winning 11-2 with goals from Danny Blackman 4, Gary Cunningham 2, Andy Glover, Ian Green, Dickie Davies, Stuart Webb and Daren Stevens - and all this after East End had scored first!

We followed this with a 5-1 win over Bucklesham Wanderers, our scorers being Ian Green, Adie Butler, Andy Glover, Daren Stevens (penalty) and Danny Blackman.

A tough 1-1 draw with John Player reserves followed (Danny Blackman scoring) and the year ended for the reserves with a draw against Northam Celtic reserves, 1-1, Chris Voller scoring.

30 years ago (December 1980)…….The Tavs allowed a 2-0 lead, built up over Eastern Electricity via goals from Chris Potter and Steve Baker, to slip away. Eastern Electricity went on to win 3-2. We recovered to beat Borough Engineers 2-1 with a first half penalty from Glen Parker and a late Martyn O’Leary winner.

A visit to Grass Eagles at Bourne Park proved fruitless as the first team were beaten 3-1. Our scorer was Martyn O’Leary.

The reserves fought out a 1-1 draw with Sproughton Wild Man (our goal coming from Chris Lushington) and then beat Bucklesham Wanderers 8-2 with goals from Bill Ormsby 3, Ian Scott 2, Peter Jessup, Dave Piper and Chris Lushington.

GRE reserves were then on the receiving end, Taverners reserves beating them 7-2 via goals from Bill Ormsby 3, Mick Flude 3 and Ian Scott.

35 years ago (December 1975)……. Taverners scored a thrilling 4-3 win over old rivals Coastal Wanderers at Bourne Park. Paul Miller scored a hat-trick and our other scorer was Glen Parker. The Tavs then gave a battling performance away to Kesgrave and an own goal secured a 1-1 draw.

Facing Trimley United at Bourne Park, we raced into a 4-0 lead with Glen Parker scored what must have been the fastest hat-trick in the Club’s history. Brother Mick, Paul Miller and John Davey were our other scorers as Taverners ended up 6-2 winners.

In our final game before Christmas, Taverners drew 3-3 with Melton YC reserves. Our goals came from Mick Flude, Paul Miller and Glen Parker.
40 years ago (December 1970)…..We began the month with a Gippeswyk League game away to Kirton and drew a hard-fought encounter on a grey afternoon.
1-1. Ross Turtill scored the Tavs goal but we were somewhat fortunate when an apparent handball on the goal-line by full back Rick Cooper went unpunished.

We then entertained Italia Unita and their partisan supporters at Woolverstone and, as usual in those days, the difference in playing styles caused controversy - particularly when an Italia player was dismissed at a vital stage of the game. The Tavs won a thrilling game 3-2 via goals from Mick Johnson, John Steward and Martin Buck.

The month ended on a disappointing note as, after our vast improvements, we were beaten at home 3-0 by Harris Sports.


First team focus - Bob Bullamore reports

Good first half but the Tavs come unstuck after break................................................Ferryboat 3, Taverners 1

The first team returned to action after a long break with an ISFL Premier Division visit to Ferryboat and certainly showed up well in the first half, grabbing the lead when James Bullamore's long ball gave Sam Burrows the opportunity to chip the ball over the onrushing goalkeeper. 

Sam hit the top of the bar a few minutes later and a second goal at that stage would have been a good cushion for the second half. He also produced several dangerous throw-ins which unfortunately didn't lead to anything. 

As it was, despite our best intentions, Ferryboat came back strongly after the break and equalised with a well-struck shot which was wind-assisted as it flew home. A great goal but we felt a little agrieved that a push on Andy Lambert was not penalised as Ferryboat gained possession. A second Ferryboat goal put them in the driving seat but the Tavs continued to work hard, without showing too much guile or threat up front. 

Pressing forward, we were caught on the break as a Ferryboat counter-attack brought them a third goal in what had been a sporting match. 

James Dines did well in goal throughout while it was pleasing to see Adam Beaney and Tom Brooks back in action after long injury lay-offs; Brooks still had the energy to switch to an attacking role in the closing stages after a fine stint at centre half.
Team: Dines, Beaney, Bullamore, Brooks, Pilkington, Brittain, Lambert, R Horsfall, Wray, Parry (Sub: Hollinsworth), Burrows

Plenty of spirit against quality opponents...........................................................Ipswich Thistle 3, Taverners 1

With call-offs and unavailability reducing the squad, the first team anticipated a tough morning against second-placed Ipswich Thistle and the early stages looked decidedly worrying as the Thistle took a two goal lead and looked capable of scoring more. 

Fortunately, we fought back and, when Liam Claydon's corner was mis-punched by the keeper, Daren Stevens pounced to force the ball home. 

Our defending improved, with everyone battling hard and keeping our shape, and - although Thistle continued to threaten - we looked to have equalised through a Daren Stevens header until the keeper turned the ball over. 

The Tavs' spirited approach was maintained after the break, combined with some fine last-ditch defending and good saves by Clive Halls and, when we got forward we threatened more than once. Tom Brooks saw a goal-bound shot brilliantly saved while Liam Claydon produced some lively runs which deserved better reward. 

There's no doubt that Ipswich Thistle are a quality side and deserved their win but the Tavs can feel satisfied with the attitude and composure shown throughout which kept a clean sheet in the second half, while we created chances to score ourselves. 

Team: Halls, Beaney, Bullamore, Lambert, Cunningham, Brittain, Brooks, R Horsfall, Pilkington, Claydon, Stevens

Too many errors, not enough punch!..............................................................Ransomes Sports 3, Taverners 1

A Tavs side containing several changes took a while to settle but then began to play some good football - only to be caught square at the back and concede the first goal. Clive Halls made a point-blank save to prevent a second but not long afterwards we failed to clear and Ransomes went 2-0 ahead. 

We continued to press forward with Eamon Mongan showing good touches and Tom Brooks lively and eventually scored when a cross from Gary Pilkington was turned into his own net by a defender. 

Confidence was high that we could go for the equaliser but a defensive slip gave Ransomes a third goal. 

While we continued to have a good share of possession for the rest of the game - Duncan Southgate forcing one fine save from the Ransomes keeper - we struggled to cope with our opponents' forwards and Clive Halls had to work hard in goal. 

A very disappointing result in what was clearly a 'six pointer'. 
Team: Halls, Beaney, Bullamore, Southgate, Cunningham (Sub: Hollinsworth), Brittain, Brooks, Mongan, Wray, Pilkington, Stevens (Sub: Atabaky).

Tremendous spirit and effort deserved more..........................................................Taverners 1, Shotley Rose 2

It almost goes without saying that team-changes were necessary – some very last-minute – and we were very grateful to Paul Ryan for playing his first game for the senior side for a long time and for Matty Wray’s willingness to join us as eleventh-hour substitute despite being injured; this positive attitude avoided the club suffering the embarrassment of having to play more than half the game with ten men after Gary Cunningham was injured.
With the wind behind us, we held our own in the first half, defending well against a team who enjoyed much possession and battling for every ball. We were given confidence by Clive Halls’ good handling and dominating presence in goal.
Facing the fierce elements after the break, the Tavs got off to the best possible start when Daren Stevens was coolness itself as he fired us into the lead.
The conditions meant that, once more, we were forced to defend but we did so with style combined with bravery – boosted by another point-blank save by Clive from a header. As the half progressed, we began to believe that we might hold on but we were under more and more pressure and eventually a Shotley long-throw was nodded on and headed home from close range.

Another long throw-in led to Shotley scoring the winner soon afterwards and, although we had attacking moments late-on, we could not come back.

The result sees the Tavs slip to bottom of the table – assisted by AFC Woodbridge’s withdrawal on top of Ascio’s demise a few weeks ago. Only one team will now be relegated.

It is sad to see the Premier Division once again reduced to ten teams – as a result, no doubt, of complete player apathy and unwillingness to show commitment to the two clubs concerned.  
Team: Halls, Beaney, Bullamore, Lambert, Cunningham (Sub: Wray), Ryan, Pilkington, Mongan, Brooks, Stevens, Burrows.

A difficult season for the Tavs continues!....................................................................Unicorn 3, Taverners 0 

To begin with the positives, the club's thanks are due to Tem Atabaky for joining the squad at the last possible moment and to Frank for a cross-town dash to bring him to Stowmarket's Chilton Fields. The Tavs were well supported and 'thank you' to Dave Vincent and Pat Elvin for sharing the club assistant's duties. 

The team showed several changes from the side which faced Shotley Rose last week with Trevor Hollinsworth drafted in on the morning after Tom Brooks failed a fitness test. 

We began fairly well and used the ball intelligently, Trevor going close with a header. However, a needlessly conceded free-kick was poorly defended and Unicorn took the lead - which they doubled shortly after the break, again as a result of poor marking in the face of a free-kick. 

A tremendous run by Ryan Horsfall - perhaps our highlight - resulted in a defender bringing him down but James Bullamore saw his spot-kick saved. Poor distribution from defence led to Unicorn scoring a third. 

Several 'cards' were shown before a last minute flare-up resulted in ex-Taverner Paul steward being dismissed and Ryan following him for a 'second yellow.' 

Matt Davis continued the fine goalkeeping form he has been showing in the reserves. 

Team: Davis, Beaney, Bullamore, Lambert, Wray, Burrows, Mongan, R Horsfall, Burgess, Hollinsworth (Sub: Atabaky), Stevens. 
Spirit restored....and what a goal from Daren!..................................................Shotley Rose 5, Taverners 3
The first team reflected a number of changes but displayed tremendous spirit in their difficult visit to Shotley Rose, playing some good football throughout and producing a quality second half showing when it would have been very easy to have capitulated. 

Shotley used their pace and directness well early on and their movement gave the Tavs some tricky moments. Eventually Shotley opened the scoring with an effort from some distance but we had looked purposeful going forward and some neat work by Daren Stevens gave Henry Chard the chance to blast in the equaliser. 

We felt somewhat hard done by when what seemed a clear handball halted a Taverners attack and Shotley broke very quickly to regain their advantage. They then extended their lead to 4-1 via two own goals from close range. 

Many sides would have laid down in the second half but Taverners gave a performance of which they could be proud. Intelligent and brave defending - one tremendous block by Andy Lambert comes to mind - combined with fighting spirit throughout the team kept the Rose at distance and then we pulled a goal back with the best goal seen for many a day; the ball blasted into the top corner by Daren Stevens. 

Shotley made the score 5-2 but the Tavs had the final word when Daren slid in to score after Henry Chard had nudged the ball past the keeper. 

Team: Davis, Beaney, Bullamore, Lambert, Spivey, Chard, Brooks, Ryan, Burgess, Pilkington (Chapman), Stevens. 
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Reserve Scene - Trevor Hollinsworth reports

The Tavs just second-best............................................................Taverners Reserves 1 Felixstowe Ath. 03 3

After the recent wet weather it was great to find the pitch at Greshams in fine shape but a series of call-offs - mainly through sickness - meant a re-shuffle and we were grateful to Duncan Southgate for joining the line-up at the last minute. 

With so many changes - and several players in unaccustomed positions through force of circumstances - it took the Tavs a long time to settle down and a well taken goal gave Felixstowe an early boost. Fortunately, Matt Davis continued his recent fine form in goal and his good handling and quick anticipation saved us several times. 

There were loud appeals for offside as Felixstowe grabbed a second but we then had the benefit of the doubt just after the break when Adam Beaney's long range effort found the net with the keeper stranded. Whether 'Dippy' Bowman's contribution amounted to an 'active role' is a matter for debate but there was no flag and the goal stood. 

With the breeze behind us, the Tavs forced the pace with Paul Ryan outstanding in midfield. The nearest we came to scoring, however, was Clive Halls' shot - blocked on the line - following a 'back-pass infringement' by the Felixstowe keeper. We should have done better from other promising dead-ball situations. 

If we needed a lesson in finishing, it was provided by a Felixstowe forward who struck a fine shot past Matt Davis to give them a 3-1 lead midway through the second half. 

Neither side could get to grips with the increasingly windy conditions but this was a sporting match, well refereed by Mike Moir. 

Team: Davis, Beaney, Leeks, Southgate, Chapman, Bowman (Sub: Pilkington), Strutt, Ryan, Atabaky, Hollinsworth, Halls (Sub: Aldred). 

Walton stage second half comeback.............................................Walton Rovers 2 Taverners Reserves 1 
It was a case of ‘what might have been’ for the Tavs in their visit to Walton Rovers at Gainsborough Sports Centre.

Trevor Hollinsworth gave the Tavs a first half lead but Walton fought back well to score twice after the break and secure the points.
Team: Smith. A, Davis, Leeks, Burgess, Chapman (Aldred), Burrows, Ryan, Monghan, Atabaky (Holmes), Pearson, Hollinsworth. 

Tavs not helped by lack of commitment............................................Kesgrave Athletic 8 Taverners Reserves 0 

It happens once a season and to say it's frustrating is an understatement. Bob and I organize enough people to field two sides and by the morning of the game after some pretty poor excuses we are once again with two sides and only 22 players. The 1st team resembles the side we started with in the reserves at the start of the season. 

So with little opportunity to attack we started with a 451 formation but even this did not allow for people playing out of position and not performing their defensive duties well enough. Matt Davies was left with two attackers and had no chance in stopping the shot that put them 1-0 up. Two more goals followed very quickly one from a corner and one straight from a free kick. But then Tav's got a hold on the game and stopped the onslaught. Special mention goes to Andy Spivey, Paul Strutt and Bevan Burgess who all had good games. 

The second half saw Kesgrave take a firm hold as Tav's pushed forward in search of a goal. They scored five times to make it 8-0. 

We play them again in two weeks let's hope we don't have any extreme blister injuries or people who are too tired even when they know it's a desperate situation. Kesgrave are our worst opponents this year without a doubt.

Team: Dines, Davis, Leeks, Spivey, Holmes, Atabaky, Strutt, Hollinsworth, Burgess, Chapman, Sherman 
Revenge!.........................................................................................Taverners reserves 3, Kesgrave Athletic 2
Following some very disappointing results due mainly to injuries and unavailability including one against  Kesgrave it was good news that Taverners could field a side to compete.
 The eventual result served to highlight the fact that the previous meeting between these teams gave a false impression of the Taverners ability.

The pitch was heavy but very playable. The Tavs set out from the start to attack and chances came thick and fast. Kesgrave had little answer to these attacks which eventually paid off when Tom Vincent latched onto a loose ball in the six yard box to score. Taverners continued to press and were unlucky not to go further ahead before half time.

Taverners came out with confidence in the second half. It was with some surprise that Kesgrave equalized. The Tavs took the lead again when Gary Cunningham headed home from close range.

With little drive from Kesgrave the game looked safe but again with just five minutes to go Kesgrave equalised. 
Taverners attacked hard with time running short.  Big performances from Lee Riley and Gary Cox and it was again after some great work from Lee and Gary Cunningham which found Gary Cox on the edge of the 18 yard box who turned and shot to the bottom left of the goal. 

A well deserved result.
Team: A Smith, Baxter (Sub: Holmes), Leeks, Southgate, Cunningham, Atabaky, L Riley, Fisk, Hollinsworth, Cox, T Vincent (Sub: Aldred) 
Taverners’ appearance and goalscoring statistics – 2010/11
	1st team appearances
	 
	2nd team appearances
	 
	1st team goals
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 J Bullamore
	12
	 T Hollinsworth
	15
	 D Stevens
	5

	 A Lambert
	11
	 T Atabaky
	13
	 B Norfolk
	3

	 G Cunningham
	7
	 G Leeks
	13
	 H Chard
	2

	 C Halls
	7
	 M Aldred
	12
	 S Burrows
	1

	 G Pilkington
	7
	 B Burgess
	11
	 V Gledhill
	1

	 D Stevens
	7
	 M Davis
	11
	 A Lambert
	1

	 A Beaney
	6
	 A Smith
	11
	 E Mongan
	1

	 T Brooks
	6
	 S Burrows
	10
	 own goal
	1

	 V Gledhill
	6
	 P Bowman
	7
	 
	 

	 D Southgate
	6
	 M Chapman
	7
	 Total
	15

	 J Brittain
	5
	 P Strutt
	7
	 
	 

	 R Horsfall
	5
	 R Fisk
	6
	 
	 

	 E Mongan
	5
	 E Mongan
	6
	 
	 

	 B Norfolk
	5
	 P Ryan
	6
	 
	 

	 M Wray
	5
	 A Spivey
	6
	 
	 

	 H Chard
	4
	 M Webb
	5
	2nd team goals
	 

	 T Atabaky
	3
	 J Brittain
	4
	 
	 

	 L Claydon
	3
	 J Holmes
	4
	 T Hollinsworth
	10

	 L Farris
	3
	 G Pilkington
	4
	 D Stevens
	8

	 T Hollinsworh
	3
	 D Stevens
	4
	 T Atabaky
	3

	 T Atabaky
	3
	 D Southgate
	3
	 P Bowman
	3

	 S Burrows
	3
	 M Pearson
	2
	 P Strutt
	3

	 C Parry
	3
	 N Sherman
	2
	 T Vincent
	2

	 B Burgess
	2
	 T Vincent
	2
	 M Aldred
	1

	 M Davis
	2
	 M Wray
	2
	 A Beaney
	1

	 A Nunn
	2
	 M Baxter
	1
	 J Brittain
	1

	 P Ryan
	2
	 G Cox
	1
	 B Burgess
	1

	 P Strutt
	2
	 G Cunningham
	1
	 G Cox
	1

	 M Aldred
	1
	 L Farris
	1
	 G Cunningham
	1

	 P Bowman
	1
	 A Hunt
	1
	 E Mongan
	1

	 M Chapman
	1
	 A Nunn
	1
	 M Pearson
	1

	 J Dines
	1
	 C Parry
	1
	 G Pilkington
	1

	 A Jacobs
	1
	 L Riley
	1
	 P Ryan
	1

	 G Leeks
	1
	 
	 
	 A Spivey
	1

	 M Pearson
	1
	 
	 
	own goals
	2

	 L Riley
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 A Spivey
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 M Webb
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 J Wilcox
	1
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 Possible
	12
	Possible
	15
	 Total
	42


Taverners FC – Fixtures & Results 2010/11
	
	
	1st team - Premier Div.
	
	 2nd team - Div. 2 (RM)
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sept
	5th
	 Capel Plough
	a     2-2
	 Felixstowe Athletic 03
	a     1-2

	 
	12th
	 Ransomes Sports (Sun. Cup 1)
	h     2-4
	 Capel Plough reserves (S/S)
	a     3-4

	 
	19th
	 Ferryboat
	h     2-2
	 Holbrook Swan reserves
	a     2-1

	 
	26th
	 Margaret Catchpole (S/Cup 1)
	a     0-2
	 Kesgrave Social Club (J/C)
	h     4-3

	Oct
	3rd
	 Holbrook Swan
	h     2-3
	 Ipswich Hospitals
	a     2-6

	 
	10th
	 (Sun Cup / Sun Shield 2)
	 
	 
	 

	 
	17th
	 
	 
	 Felixstowe Harpers res.
	a     8-2

	 
	24th
	 Ascio
	h     exp.
	 Worlingworth (Jun. Cup)
	a     6-7

	 
	31st
	 Unicorn
	h     0-0
	 Orwell
	a     3-3

	Nov
	7th
	 
	 
	 Rushmere Selkirk
	h     4-2

	 
	14th
	 AFC Woodbridge
	a    exp
	 Walton Rovers
	h     2-4

	 
	21st
	 Ascio
	a     pp
	 Taydal
	a     pp

	 
	28th
	 Ransomes Sports
	a     pp
	 Kesgrave Athletic
	h     pp

	Dec
	5th
	 Belstead Arms
	h     pp   
	 Walton Rovers
	a     pp

	 
	12th
	 Belstead Arms
	a     win
	 Bramford Cock
	h    2-3

	 
	19th
	 Capel Plough
	h    pp     
	 
	 

	 
	26th
	 Boxing Day
	 
	 
	 

	Jan
	2nd
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	9th
	 Ferryboat
	a    1-3
	 Taydal
	h    pp

	 
	16th
	 
	 
	 Felixstowe Athletic
	h    1-3

	 
	23rd
	 Ipswich Thistle
	a    1-3
	 Walton Rovers
	a    1-2

	 
	30th
	 Ransome Sports
	a    1-3
	 
	 

	Feb
	6th
	 Shotley Rose
	h    1-2
	 Kesgrave Athletic
	a    0-8

	 
	13th
	 Unicorn
	a    0-3
	 Orwell
	h   lost  

	 
	20th 
	 Shotley Rose
	a    3-5
	 Kesgrave Athletic
	h   3-2

	 
	27th
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Mar
	6th
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	13th
	 Ransomes
	h
	 
	 

	 
	20th 
	 
	 
	 Felixstowe Harpers res.
	h

	 
	27th
	 Underwoods
	a
	 Holbrook Swan reserves
	h

	Apr
	3rd
	Underwoods
	h
	 Rushmere Selkirk
	a

	 
	10th
	 Capel Plough
	h
	 
	 

	 
	17th
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	24th
	 Easter 
	 
	 Easter - Taydal
	h

	 
	27th
	 
	 
	 (Wed) Bramford Cock
	a

	May
	1st
	 Holbrook Swan
	a
	 Ipswich Hospitals
	h

	 
	4th
	 
	 
	(Wed) Taydal
	a

	 
	8th
	 Belstead Arms
	h
	 
	 

	
	11th
	(Wed) Ipswich Thistle
	h
	 
	 


ISFL Premier Division

	
	P
	W
	D
	L
	Pts

	Shotley Rose
	14
	11
	1
	2
	34

	Ipswich Thistle
	8
	6
	0
	2
	18

	Holbrook Swan
	10
	5
	1
	4
	16

	Belstead Arms
	11
	7
	0
	4
	*15

	Unicorn
	14
	4
	2
	8
	14

	Underwoods
	10
	3
	4
	3
	13

	Ferryboat
	12
	4
	1
	7
	13

	Ransomes Sports
	10
	3
	2
	5
	11

	Capel Plough
	12
	3
	4
	5
	*10

	Taverners
	11
	1
	3
	7
	6


ISFL RM Division 2

	
	P
	W
	D
	L
	Pts

	Bramford Cock
	14
	10
	0
	4
	*27

	Walton Rovers
	14
	9
	0
	5
	*24

	Felixstowe Athletic
	14
	6
	4
	4
	22

	Orwell
	15
	6
	4
	5
	22

	Rushmere Selkirk
	13
	7
	0
	6
	21

	Taydal
	9
	5
	2
	2
	17

	Holbrook Swan res.
	12
	5
	1
	6
	16

	Ipswich Hospitals
	12
	4
	2
	6
	14

	Felixstowe Harpers res.
	12
	3
	2
	7
	11

	Taverners reserves
	13
	4
	1
	8
	*10

	Kesgrave Athletic
	12
	2
	2
	8
	8


* Adjustment made



There’s no doubt that the final weeks of the season will see both our teams battling against relegation but spirits remain high and we just ask everyone to make themselves available as regularly as possible as we face some difficult and important matches.

The Premier Division has seen both Ascio and AFC Woodbridge fold, after suffering a severe lack of commitment by their players; very sad for clubs who have reached the top level of local football to be badly let down by people who, no doubt, were proud and happy to play for them when they were winning most weeks.

Although we have encountered the ‘numbers problem’ several times this season ourselves, we were heartened by the strength of positive attitudes evident at a recent club committee meeting which we are confident will rub off on everyone connected with Taverners Football Club; results might not be going for us at present but any football club has to be prepared to ‘take the rough with the smooth’ and simply battle on.
The reserves definitely gave us something to cheer a fortnight ago with a 3-2 win over Kesgrave Athletic – only a week or two after a heavy defeat by the same opposition – and the club’s first win in 2011. Gary Cox donned a Taverners shirt for the first time in several years and – as you might have heard echo around the market area of the Cornhill – scored the winning goal! 

Attendances at training have been excellent despite some bitterly cold weather and last week the news filtered through that Ben Norfolk should be back from Australia very soon. We are delighted to see him back at a vital stage in the season.
Tavs’ training is at Copleston High School, Thursday evenings at 8pm.


If you have still to pay for your allocation of ‘500 Club’ tickets, expect to be chased by a committee member soon. Please either sell these on or buy them yourselves and get your cheque or cash to Bob without delay.

Many members will remember the ‘Crane Sevens’ competition in which the Tavs took part for many years – initially at our (then) home ground of Crane Sports Club and then – following the ITFC takeover – at Ipswich Wanderers FC.

We were pleased to hear that the tournament is being revived this year and then delighted to receive an invitation from the organisers, Crane Sports FC.  The competition will be a one-day affair on Sunday 26 June at Greshams and we are grateful to Frank Fleming for sponsoring our entry.

News on an day-to-day basis – match reports – pictures – all appear on the club’s website (courtesy of Bevan Burgess) : www.tavernersfc.org.uk
The ISFL fixtures secretary has been very busy this season, with the result that changes occur quite regularly, the best places to keep up-to-date are either on the league website or our own site, as above.
Unfortunately, we were unable to get enough support for an Easter trip to Belgium so this won’t go ahead this year. Apologies to those who had indicated their interest in joining us.


















‘Keeping in touch’


This is our sixth ‘e-version’ News & Review and, although we are happy to produce a ‘hard copy’ for those who prefer it, distributing each edition electronically has proved cost-effective – with fewer rainforests at risk!


In addition to our current members, we have built up a data-base of ex-players and supporters who we hope enjoy keeping in touch – many, of course, will look for mentions in the ‘Looking Back’ features!


If you know of anyone who might be interested in receiving future copies, do let Bob know; all we need is an email address.


For completely up-to-date detail – with photos and weekly updated statistics & reports – do visit the club’s website:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.tavernersfc.org.uk" �www.tavernersfc.org.uk�


The website also includes archived issues of the News & Review.





More Looking back with the Tavs .... from 5 to 40 years 





Taverners FC fixtures 2010-2011





CECIL PITTOCK


We were saddened to learn of the recent death of Cecil Pittock, a highly influential midfielder for the Tavs during the late ‘70s and early ‘80s.


Club stalwart Clive Bloom – who introduced Cec to us in 1976 – remembered him as a tough opponent and then a Taverners team-mate, but mostly for his great left foot and dry sense of humour.


Hadleigh-based Cecil made 101 appearances for the club, scoring 14 goals.


Our sympathy goes to his family and friends.





�
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