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Club Sponsors: Fire and Ice

Website: www.tavernersfc.org.uk

TAVERNERS FOOTBALL CLUB
Established 1967

Members of the Ipswich Sunday Morning Football League since 1972

(Members of the Gippeswyk Sunday League 1967 - 1972)

Members of the Saul Charity Cup

Affiliated to the Suffolk County Football Association : No. GS100083

  Colours:

1st team: White shirts, white shorts, black socks

2nd team:  Yellow shirts, navy blue shorts, red socks 

Home ground: Greshams Sports Club, Tuddenham Rd, Ipswich

Club Committee:

	Chairman:
	 Pat Elvin
	 Tel: 748206

	Vice Chairman
	 Bill Fleming
	 Tel: 742713

	Secretary/1st team manager:
	 Bob Bullamore
	 Tel: 729586

	Treasurer:
	 Gary Pilkington
	 Tel: 01394 386686

	2nd team manager
	 Trevor Hollinsworth
	 Tel: 07802176434

	Officers
	 James Bullamore
	 Tel: 07917185487

	
	 Bevan Burgess
	 Tel: 612693

	
	 Daren Stevens
	 Tel: 07979851887

	
	 Tom Brooks
	 Tel: 740868

	
	 Duncan Southgate
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Club honours:
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Winners

 Ipswich SML Division 2

1993/94

Winners

 Fairplay -      Division 2

2001/02

Winners

 Fairplay -      Premier Div.

2003/04

Runners-up

 Ipswich SML Division 1 

2004/05

Winners

Fairplay -       Premier Div.

2005/06

 2nd team 

Winners

 Ipswich SML Reserve Cup

1994/95

Winners

 Fairplay -      Division 5

2001/02

Runners-up

 Ipswich SML Division 7

1985/86

Runners-up

 Ipswich SML Division 5

1987/88

Runners-up

 Ipswich SML Reserve Cup

1992/93

Runners-up

 Ipswich SML Reserve Cup

2002/03

Runners-up

 Ipswich SML Reserve Cup

2003/04

 Club

Runners-up

 Suffolk FA Fairplay Award

2000/01
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Looking back with the Tavs
….from 5 to 40 years

5 years ago (January 2005).........the first team bounced back after their disappointing trip to Kelsale to beat Copleston (away) by 4-2 with goals from Gary Pilkington 2, Trevor Hollinsworth and Ashley Watson.
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Two fine cup runs then came to an end in successive weeks.

First, a record-breaking run of eight home wins on the trot ended when we were beaten 5-1 at home by Unicorn in the Sunday Cup, the Tavs goal coming from an Andy Spivey penalty.

The Tavs were then knocked out of the League Senior Cup by Holbrook Rovers 5-2 after extra time.
The score after 90 minutes was 2-2 and it was clear that whoever scored first in extra time would be in a strong position.
This proved to be Holbrook who went on to add two more goals before the end.
The Taverners goals were scored by Bevan Burgess and Trevor Hollinsworth.

The reserves endured a bleak January in 2005 with three defeats and not one goal scored.

Martlesham Wanderers won the first game 4-0 with Matt Davis (pictured below) donning the goalkeeper’s jersey to become the team’s sixth custodian of the season so far.

We were then knocked out of the Reserve cup at the quarter final stage by Rushmere CFC reserves and followed this with a 3-0 defeat at the hands of Jacob Bailey

10 years ago (January 2000)……....the first team began the new century with a 3-0 win over Aquarius at Greshams.
 Trevor Hollinsworth scored the first goal of the year 2000 after a shot from Gary Cunningham had caused confusion.  Trev added a second before Mike Cura rounded off Taverners' win.

We then beat Norbridge 3-2 (away) in controversial circumstances, Richard Fuller bundling in the winner late in the game. Our earlier goals had been scored in style by Trevor Hollinsworth.
 Felixstowe Harpers were then beaten 3-0, the Taverners goals coming from Gary Cunningham, Trevor Hollinsworth and Karl Dawson; the scoreline disguised the part played by goalkeeper Alan Goodyear (pictured below), who was in tremendous form throughout.
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The reserves were unfortunate to exit the Reserve Cup, beaten 2-1 by Capel Plough reserves after extra time.
 Paul Oakshott scored the Tavs goal.

We then suffered an 8-1 defeat at the hands of Factair, 'star-player' Julian Beaumont doing much of the damage; Carl Brame netted the Taverners goal.
15 years ago (January 1995)……..The first team were beaten 4-0 at home by Stow Vandals but, in their only other game during the month, bounced back to beat Eastern Eagles 1-0. Andy Glover scored the winning goal.
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The reserves began the month by beating Walberswick United 3-2 at home with goals from Mike Ray, Robert Parker and Stuart Godden Pictured below).

A 3-0 win over SEH followed, again at home. Our scorers were Mike Ray, Bevan Burgess and Matt Morling. Our marvellous run in the Sunday Shield came to an end at the quarter final stage, when the Tavs were beaten by Rampant Horse reserves. despite a gritty display, mainly by the Tavs defenders and goalkeeper, Rampant Horse finally scored the winner a few minutes from time.

A 2-2 draw away to old rivals Melton YCOB reserves followed at Woodbridge Town's ground, the Tavs scorers being Gary Cunningham and Toby Cousins.
20 years ago (January 1990)……..The first team began the nineties with a visit to GRE which saw us defeated by 3-1. Pat Elvin scored the Tavs goal. Another setback followed, Taverners losing 3-1 to Sizewell Sports with Shaun Watson scoring for the Tavs.
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The month ended with a 2-2 draw at home to Melton YCOB reserves. We led twice, through Shaun Watson and Stuart Webb (pictured below), but Melton fought back to share the spoils.
The reserves visited Italia Unita but rarely got to grips with a difficult pitch and were beaten 3-1, Elwyn Goulding scoring the goal. The team then entertained Ipswich Hospitals and were beaten by the odd goal in three, although things might have been different if Ian Green's free-kick had gone in instead of hitting the bar. Pat Elvin scored the Taverners goal.

Despite being stretched to the limits, the reserves then produced a tremendous performance to grab a draw against the high-flying Belstead Arms. Terry Pilbro was unlucky to see his spot-kick hit the bar but he had a hand in our equaliser, scored by Bevan Burgess.

25 years ago (January 1985)…....Severe wintry weather resulted in the first team's 4th round Sunday Cup tie against Tuddenham Rovers (from West Suffolk) being postponed three times. When the game was eventually played - at a bitterly cold Gainsborough Sports Centre - the Tavs gave a poor performance and were beaten 5-0.
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We then beat Crane Sports 3-0 the following week (with goals from Chris Lushington and Steve Nunn 2) but a return of the snow curtailed any further action until the end of the month.
The reserves were also badly affected by the bad weather and in their only game Daren Stevens (pictured left) scored the goal in a 1-1 draw against Jewson reserves.
30 years ago (January 1980)……The first eleven began the new decade with a disappointing 3-0 defeat at the hands of Finchley Athletic and, despite an improvement, lost a little unluckily to Rola Celestion BY 1-0 a week later.
This poor run of results continued with a 2-1 reverse at the hands of New Park Rangers at Chantry Park (our scorer Steve Baker) and another 1-0 defeat at home to Rampant Horse.
Our reserves were 3-0 down at halftime in their game against Rebels and, although we fought back with two goals from Bill Ormsby, our opponents had the final word with a fourth goal.
Against Pegasus, we were again two early goals behind but we fought back to lead 4-3 at the break. Two goals early in the second half extended our lead to 6-3. Louis Newman 2, Bill Ormsby and a Brian Palmer hat-trick netted the Tavs goals.

Our League Reserve Cup Quarter Final tie against Stowmarket Athletic reserves was a one sided affair, Stow winning 8-1; Keith Newman scored the Tavs goal. 
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A 4-0 half-time lead against Park Vale suggested a Taverners landslide but the Vale fought back and had us hanging on to win 4-3 at the end. Louis Newman 2, Terry Pilbro and Dave Piper (pictured left) scored the goals.
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35 years ago (January 1975)……Our goalkeeping problems were at the forefront of the Clommittee's deliberations and the trip to Eyke saw Pat Elvin in between the sticks. 
Pat caused some smiles by wearing Benny Hill-style specs and having to be guided to his goal as his his apparent shortsightedness prevented him seeing it too well!

With the keeper Pat had replaced giving him advice from behind his goal, Pat kept a clean sheet and the Tavs won 5-0. Colin Last 2, Glen Parker, Paul Miller and Mick Flude scored the goals.
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 We followed this with a 4-1 win away to Chantry YC, our scorers being Mick Flude and John Davey (pictured below) with two goals each.

 Kesgrave were always very stiff opposition and they were decidedly the better team when they visited Gippeswyk Park and beat the Tavs 5-2. Our scorers were John Davey and Paul Miller.
This latest defeat confirmed the team's dislike of playing on the tiny central pitch on the park which had replaced our favourite 'patch' just inside the London Road gate - a pitch which has never been brought back into use.. Efforts to move 'home' in mid-season proved successful and we were re-allocated Bourne Park 'B' for the rest of the season.......and for several happy years afterwards.
We rounded off the month with a fighting victory over a young Spartan United side. Although we fell behind to a penalty kick, conceded by plucky goalkeeper Derek Nunn, we fought back to win    4-2. Colin Last, Jim Butcher and Paul Miller 2 scored for the Tavs.

40 years ago (January 1970)……We ended a run of four Gippeswyk League defeats by holding Stowmarket Athletic - in their first season in the league - to a 2-2 draw at Woolverstone. We then visited Supply at another ground which is now defunct - the 405 Club at Bader Close - and won a hard-fought encounter 4-1 with goals from Mick Prentice, Ross Turtill 2 and Adrian Dickerson.

Unfortunately, Saunders brought us down to earth with a bang, winning 7-1 at Woolverstone. Mick Prentice scored the Taverners goal.
All three matches saw the Taverners club secretary and founder member Bill ‘Frank’ Fleming (pictured left) running the line for the club.

Bully’s new Tav-analysis
 Julien Holmes

Date of birth:   29 July 1969                   Position: defender
Nickname:  None                                  

Previous Sunday club(s):  GRE
Saturday clubs: Coplestonians, Ransomes
Best ground played at: Elland Road, Leeds
Most memorable game played in: For Ransomes reserves v Willis reserves in 1998. We won 1-0 and it was the only game Willis did not score in all season!
Favourite player: John Charles – a true legend.      
Favourite (pro) team: The one I always talk about – Leeds United!!!
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Hobbies/interests: Watching sport, supporting Leeds (see talking about them again!), socialising, good food, my family!                                                                        

Favourite food/drink: Roast beef / lager or red wine
Favourite singer or band: right now – Alicia Keys
Favourite newspaper or mag: The Sun / Four Four Two
Best holiday destination: Oludeniz, Turkey
Tavs’ statistics:

Appearances - 1st team 2,    2nd team 166

Goals              - 1st team 0,     2nd team 2
First team focus - Bob Bullamore reports

A decent display but Ascio grab the points.......................................Taverners 1, Ascio 3 

In common with most other clubs, Taverners have seen no football action since mid-December so it was refreshing for both the club's teams to take to the field on Sunday. 

The first team entertained Ascio and a heavy pitch was difficult for both teams although the two defences had to work hard to keep the scoresheet blank at half-time. 

The Tavs produced some tremendous tackling and blocks to keep Ascio at distance but stand-in goalkeeper Gary Cunningham made a string of good saves to prove his versatility. A good move led to Lee Riley seeing his shot turned wide and, from the corner, Andy Lambert's header was blocked on the line.
 The Tavs were not to be denied and Tom Brooks headed on an Adam Beaney throw-in and Jason Riley hooked the ball in. As Ascio came back, Taverners continued to defend well and they were highly unfortunate when a heavily deflected shot found its way past the gallant Cunningham. 
A close-range flick gave Ascio the lead and then a well-taken third goal rounded off their 3-1 win.
Team: Cunningham, Beaney, Bullamore, Lambert, Pilkington, Southgate, R Horsfall, Brooks, L Riley, J Riley, Strutt (Sub: Gledhill)
Poor early spell costly for the Tavs.....................................................Ascio 5, Taverners 2
The 1st team travelled to Rendlesham to play Ascio on a wet and windy morning and found the pitch surprisingly firm, if greasy on top.

We got off to the worst possible start, allowing Ascio the freedom of our penalty area to go two goals up but fought back and soon reduced the arrears when Tom Brooks - as usual tireless throughout - headed in a corner from Lee Riley.

Brooks was unlucky to see another header well-saved but, at the other end, Ascio broke through to establish a 4-1 lead at the break. This could have been a prelude to disaster but thankfully the Tavs steadied themselves in the second half - with Andy Lambert and James Bullamore dominant - and it was only towards the end that Ascio netted a fifth goal.

 Even then, we continued to press forward and a neat move down the left ended with Bevan Burgess crossing and Vaughn Gledhill - who did well throughout - headed home in spectacular fashion. Referee Louis Dawson as usual kept matters under firm control. 
Team: M Smith, Beaney (Sub: Hollinsworth), Bullamore, Lambert, Cunningham, Gledhill, R Horsfall, Brooks, Brittain (Sub: Chard), L Riley, Pilkington (Sub: Burgess)
Kirton classy despite being depleted.........................................Taverners 1 Kirton United 4

After yet another double-postponement because of the weather, the Tavs 1st team returned to action  in the Flare League Premier Division against Kirton United on a firm and even Greshams surface.
 An anomaly in the fixtures saw the reserves idle once more. Although both teams had their attacking moments, Kirton's greater incisiveness enabled them to take the lead midway through the first half and a penalty saw them 2-0 up at half-time.

 Taverners had the boost of a Gary Cunningham goal after the break - the Kirton keeper having half-blocked a Tom Brooks shot - and a spell of dominance suggested that an equaliser might be forthcoming.

 However, it was not to be and, as we pressed forward, Kirton twice caught us on the break and finished 4-1 winners. 
Team: M Smith, Beaney, Bullamore (Sub: Brittain) , Lambert, Burgess, Dawson (Sub: L Riley), R Horsfall, Brooks, Southgate, T Vincent, Cunningham.

The Tavs rarely threaten...............................................Whitton Maypole ’88 2, Taverners 0 
A Taverners first team showing several changes, and with only the bare eleven on duty, slipped to their fourth defeat in a row against Whitton Maypole '88 at Whitton Sports Centre.

To the players' credit, everyone fought hard and some of the defending was resolute but we were unable to hold the ball further forward and the defence was given little respite.

 A little fortunate to be goalless at half-time, we might have used this as a springboard to get a result but the Maypole had more direction after the break and opened the scoring after fifteen minutes. Our best chance was denied us when Jamie Brittain was through on goal but the 'advantage' was replaced by a free-kick nearly on the halfway line.

A soft goal gave the Maypole a 2-0 win margin which we couldn't argue with given the amount of possession they had enjoyed.
Team: M Smith, Beaney, Bullamore, Cunningham, Burgess, Southgate, Horsfall, Brooks, Brittain, Stevens, Strutt
Better showing but poor run continues............................................. Unicorn 2, Taverners 0
The first team were unable to stem their recent run of defeats on Sunday but certainly gave their best performance for several weeks against one of the title contenders, Unicorn, at Chilton Fields. 

After one or two early scares, Taverners settled down to play some good and determined football with new signing Andy Corner lookind lively while we welcomed the return of Jason Riley. 

'Mr Versatile' Gary Cunningham made one superb save in the first half but the Tavs rarely threatened and we got off to the worst possible start to the second half when Unicorn broke through to open the scoring. 

Our best effort was a header from Tom Brooks - a midfield dynamo as usual - which went narrowly wide but it was Unicorn who found the net again to gain a 2-0 lead which they retained to the end. 

Team: Cunningham, Beaney, Bullamore, Lambert, Burgess, Brittain, Strutt, Brooks, Southgate, Corner, J Riley
No revenge for the Tavs..................................................................Taverners 1, Unicorn 3
The first team entertained Unicorn at Greshams and began the match in lively style, clearly keen to reverse the two goal defeat suffered only the week before. 
Despite having much of the play, the Tavs were unable to break through and our earlier good play was forgotten as Unicorn took advantage of a defensive mistake to open the scoring and then netted a superb second to lead 2-0. 

Taverners fought back and Marcus Webb, in his first senior game for a long time, fired in to reduce the arrears just before half-time. With the stiff breeze behind us, the Tavs pressed for much of the second half but the vital next goal went to Unicorn through a penalty which was the subject of much debate. 
Team: Cunningham, Beaney, Bullamore, Webb, Burgess, T Vincent, R Horsfall, Brooks, L Riley, Stevens, Corner

Tavs find little inspiration and pay the penalty............................Locomotive 2, Taverners 0
Conditions at Gainsborough were typically awkward for football but it was, of course, the same for both sides and Locomotive were prepared to chase everything and had their confidence and determination boosted by the fortuitous award of a penalty after ten minutes play. 

We defended well afterwards but rarely got much going further forward and, in the last third, our passing and shooting was poor. 

The start of the second half saw Locomotive hit the bar with one effort and force Marty Smith in a tremendous save with another. We had half-chances but the vital second goal was grabbed by Locomotive when a back-pass went astray and was severely punished. 
Team: M Smith, Beaney, Lambert, Jacobs, Burgess, L Riley, R Horsfall, Brooks, Cunningham, Stevens (Sub: Gledhill), T Vincent.

A confidence booster in return.....................................................Taverners 1, Locomotive 0
The first team played their vital return fixture against Locomotive at Greshams on Wednesday evening and, from the start, showed far more determination and teamwork than had been evident when the sides met a week ago. 

Much of the play was confined to a tough midfield battle in which Ryan Horsfall was prominent for the Tavs with some strong runs and his never-say-die spirit was shared by his team-mates. Neither side threatened very much in the first half although a series of good corners from Lee Riley posed danger to the Loco defence. 

As the second half wore on, it became clear that one goal would be decisive and Taverners broke the deadlock ten minutes from time when a neat move ended with Bevan Burgess crossing and Andy Corner drove the ball high into the net for his first goal since joining the club recently. 

There was still time for Locomotive to fight back and Marty Smith produced several good saves while Marcus Webb and Andy Lambert were rock-like in the middle of the Tavs defence. A sporting match - well handled by referee Graham Apperley - finished with Taverners 1-0 winners.

Team: M Smith, Beaney, Lambert, Webb, Burgess, L Riley, Gledhil (Sub: Hollinsworth), R Horsfall, Cunningham, Pilkington (Sub: Southgate), Corner.

Goalless battle a fair result.....................................................Taverners 0, Hadleigh RBL 0
The first team had another vital match on Sunday at home to Hadleigh RBL and, although both teams had their moments, chances were few and far between and the score remained goalless after ninety minutes. Hadleigh enjoyed the better of things in the first half but Taverners battled hard and defended well - following up the clean sheet they achieved in midweek against Locomotive. The nearest the Tavs came was from set pieces, when the dominant Marcus Webb added his height to the attack, and this continued during the second half, when we enjoyed more of the play without seriously testing the Hadleigh goalkeeper. 

Hadleigh were quick to counter-attack and it took a superbly timed tackle by the impressive Andy Lambert to foil one dangerous break late in the game. Gary Cunningham once again showed his versatility by keeping goal until an injury to Vaughn Gledhill, after an hour, led to a change - Gledhill taking the gloves while Cunningham moved into the outfield. With his first taste of goalkeeping action, Gledhill pulled off a superb save to keep the scores blank!
Team: Cunningham, Beaney, Lambert, Webb, Burgess, Burrows, Gledhill, R Horsfall, L Riley, Stevens, Corner

Taverners fail to build on early lead......................................Taverners 1, Belstead Arms 3
The first team played host to old rivals Belstead Arms on Wednesday evening and had the boost of an early goal when an Arms defender sliced the ball inside his own area and Gary Pilkington pounced to head home. 

However, this had already been against the run of play and disappointingly the Tavs drew little inspiration from their advantage and continued to be forced on the defensive. A neat header equalised for the Arms before a break through the middle saw them ahead. Taverners relied on more than one good save by Marty Smith to keep them in the hunt. 

The early part of the second half was the Tavs' best period, as they pressed forward, but Belstead Arms broke quickly and scored a third midway through the half to make sure of the points. The match was played in a sporting manner and well-handled by referee Andy Chapman, following his return from a volcano-ash extended break in Mauritius!
Team: M Smith, Beaney, Lambert (Sub: Homes), Bullamore (Sub: Hollinsworth), Burgess, LRiley, Brooks, R Horsfall, Cunningham, Corner, Pilkington.

Three more points slip away in sloppy display.................AFC Woodbridge 2, Taverners 1
Surely this was to be our big chance to grab much-needed points in our fight against relegation as we visited  AFC Woodbridge with the strongest line-up to see duty for many weeks; we adopted the formation which had brought early-season successes.  However, on a wet and windy morning at Notcutts Park, a defensive slip enabled Woodbridge to grab the lead after only five minutes play. 

The Tavs fought back and equalised through a snap shot from Jason Riley just before half time. The early stages of the second half saw Taverners press forward but they rarely posed a direct threat to the Woodbridge goal and gradually the home side got on top. Gary Cunningham made several good saves while Ryan Horsfall cleared off the goal line as the Tavs defended a series of corners. 

Hesitancy in defence cost Taverners dear as Woodbridge broke through to score and, although the Tavs had a good amount of possession, once again they lacked direction and any incisiveness. Vaughn Gledhill saw one effort cleared by a defender via his own bar but otherwise Woodbridge held out fairly comfortably in a match which was well-refereed by Mike Moir.
Team: Cunningham, Beaney, Bullamore, J Horsfall, Burgess (Sub: Pilkington), Lambert (Sub: Webb), R Horsfall (Sub: Gledhill), Brooks, L Riley, J Riley, Stevens.

More disappointment sees the Tavs in the mire.........Taverners 1, Whitton Maypole ’88 2
The first team's final home match of the season – our fourth meeting with Whitton Maypole 88 - followed a familiar pattern as we promised much early on and then slipped to defeat via a late goal. 

A loose pass in the Maypole defence was latched onto by Jason Riley after ten minutes play and he sped through to score with ease to open the Tavs account. Gradually, the Maypole came back into the game and, when we lost possession, they took full advantage with a well-taken equaliser just before the break. 

The second half saw both teams have chances before we conceded the winning goal only ten minutes from time. A Tavs free-kick just outside the Maypole area went astray and we were too slow to recover as a pacy counter-attack saw the Maypole score despite a tremendous attempt to save by Marty Smith. 
Team: M Smith, Beaney, Bullamore, Lambert, Cunningham, Southgate, L Riley, Brooks, Pilkington, Stevens, J Riley

Second half debacle.............................................................Capel Plough 5, Taverners 0

The first team completed their league programme on Wednesday evening with a visit to Capel Plough and, once again, were well in the game at half-time only to fall away badly in the second period. 

We had few chances in attack but battled away with Marty Smith keeping us in with a chance, looking well-nigh unbeatable against several one-on-one situations. After half-time, Capel got the upper hand and, once they had opened the scoring, there was only one winner. 

They went on to win 5-0 with the Tavs' best effort being a Tom Brooks header which was brilliantly saved. The first team's Premier Division fate is now in the hands of our fellow-strugglers. A sporting match, well won by the solid Capel Plough outfit. 

A word for Adam Beaney whose 100% first team appearance record for Taverners this season came to an end as the result of a nasty ankle injury at work.
Team: M Smith, Southgate, Bullamore, Webb, Cunningham, Lambert, R Horsfall, Brooks, Pilkington (Sub: Burgess), Stevens, L Riley
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Reserve Scene - Trevor Hollinsworth reports

Tavs struggle after poor start...................E & D Athletic 5, Taverners reserves 0

Without wanting to make excuses it is a fact that a 7 week layoff - where Taverners could not even train - was bound to have a baring on this game. The team changed as the week went on due to injuries and non-availability but they arrived at Ipswich Wanderers ground with 12 players all capable if maybe a little unfit. It was good to welcome back Dan Sheridan after two years not playing. 

Taverners started well enough playing a 5 man midfield and although Athletic were creating opportunities they were not successful. It took a mix up in the defence to break the deadlock when a pass back to Alex Smith went past him and the forward ran on to tap home. Taverners were being overrun by Athletic at times and they added a second after 25 minutes. A third came just before half time when another mix up caused Daren Stevens to chest the ball into his own net. 

A change of formation at half time by Taverners did produce better results and it was not until the 70th minute that Athletic started to get the upper hand again. They scored twice more to take it to 5-0. In the whole 90 minutes Taverners never really troubled the Athletic keeper. A lot of the side need to look at their own fitness to improve the team performance. 

Team: A Smith, Fisk, Sheridan, Stevens, Holmes, Burrows, Aldred, Brittain, Burgess, Hollinsworth, Atabaky (Sub: Dawson).
Tremendous effort from the Tavs.............................Holbrook Swan 2, Taverners reserves 2

A waterlogged Greshams pitch prevented the 1st team playing Belstead Arms so all eyes were on the Tavs reserves as they visited RM Division 1 league leaders Holbrook Swan. 

A stiffened Taverners line-up had to contend with some strong Holbrook pressure but Andy Lambert and James Bullamore marshalled the defence well while the whole side battled for everything. We were fortunate when Holbrook twice hit the post and then Duncan Southgate headed off the line - a feat he repeated in the second half.
 Holbrook eventually went ahead but the Tavs had been lively on the counter-attack - with new signing Clive Halls using his experience in midfield. Trevor Hollinsworth broke on the left and from his low cross the tireless Paul Strutt forced the ball home. On the hour, Taverners shocked the home side by taking the lead. Sam Burrows' persistence enabled him to gain possession and he shrugged off two defenders to fire home. 
Holbrook made it 2-2 with a scrambled goal and then both goalkeepers made fine saves - Taverners' Alex Smith tipping over an angled shot while, at the other end, Trevor Hollinsworth was thwarted by the Holbrook keeper. The result was overshadowed by news 24 hours later of the tragic loss of Holbrook Swan midfielder Owain Richards and our sympathy is extended to his family and to his club. 
Team: A Smith, Fisk, Bullamore, Lambert, Burgess, Burrows (Sub: Bowman), Halls (Sub: Pilkington), Gledhill, Southgate, Strutt, Hollinsworth.
Tavs tail off after good chances missed..............Lions Head Athletic 5, Taverners reserves 0
The involvement of the first team's intended opponents in a cup match meant that Taverners' action was restricted to the reserves who visited Lions Head Athletic at Copleston High School.
 The play in the early stages was frenetic with no one able to hold the ball but gradually Taverners began to look dangerous and Tom Brooks headed home from a free-kick only for his effort to be ruled out for offside. 
Most spectators would have bet heavily on player manager Trevor Hollinsworth giving the Tavs the lead soon afterwards but the ball ran away from him to a relieved Lions Head goalkeeper. The keeper then made an outstanding save from a Brooks header when a Tavs goal looked certain.
A couple of misjudgements gave Lions Head the chance to open the scoring with a well-taken goal and their increasing dominance left the Tavs regretting the earlier opportunities which had gone astray.
A vital Lions Head goal in the second period followed the over-ruling of an offside flag, this decision looking somewhat inconsistent when compared with the Tom Brooks' header having been disallowed in the first half. No sour grapes though; Lions Head had their tails up and went on to win eventually by five clear goals. 
Team: A Smith, Fisk (Sub: Brittain), Bullamore, Lambert, Holmes (Sub: Webb), Burrows, Brooks, R Horsfall, Dawson (Sub: Aldred), Hollinsworth, Pilkington
The seven brave men can hold their heads high.....Taverners res. 1, Margaret Catchpole 10

The match report is a nonsense simply because seven men cannot play against eleven plus three substitutes. 
 The highlights are that  Margaret Catchpole should not have scored ten.  Tav's gave away at  least four of the goals which does not stand the Catchpole in  good stead had we actually had a couple more players. Nathan Sherman played up front almost alone for 90 minutes. But he still managed to nutmeg their centre half and get a shot off.  Tav's  scored first in the second half to peg the score back to 5-1 when  
Robert Fisk half volleyed from 30 yards.

It should be recognised that on Sunday Seven true Taverners players took to the field at Greshams to play against a full strength Catchpole side.  It would have been so easy just to hide and not play the game leaving the club to pay a large fine.  But instead Vaughn Gledhill,  Robert Fisk, Matt (Geoff) Davies, Julian Holmes,  
Dan Sheridan, Trevor Hollinsworth and Nathan Sherman stood up and we should thank each and every one of them for their loyalty and commitment.

When you sign on for a team you commit to be available for most of  that season.  Sometimes the weather is not the best, sometimes we are short through injury, illness or holidays, sometimes you may have had a hard game on the Saturday. Sometimes it's hard to raise your head  off the pillow. But you signed the form and your mates need you to be  there. You should have some pride in playing for Taverners FC. 
  
Don't leave us to fight with 7 players. You signed the form so don't blame us when we ask you to play football.
Team: Gledhill, Fisk, Sheridan, Holmes, Hollinsworth, Davis, Sherman.

Fat Cat finish top dogs..........................................................Taverners reserves 1, Fat Cat 5

Although a disappointing result it was a perfect advert for why we play Sunday morning football. Taverners had a full squad of players although many of them had been out for over two months. The dressing room was exactly as it should be. 14 friends getting together on a sunny Sunday morning to enjoy some banter and a game of football. 
Fat Cat started well and took early control. With Taverners finding themselves defending heavily, it was no real shock that Fat Cat took a two goal lead before we started to settle down. The Tavs scored after half an hour when Daren Stevens rose head and shoulders above the Cat defence to score from a Trevor Hollinsworth corner. Tav's took control up until half time and were unlucky not to get back on level terms. 

The second half saw Tav's start to control again but against the run of play Fat Cat scored. An opportunity to get back came when Vaughn Gledhill was fouled in the area for a penalty. Andy Spivey unfortunately hit the bar with the spot kick. 

After such a long lay off for many of the Taverners team fitness started to show and Fat Cat scored twice more.
Team: A Smith, Bowman, Spivey, Webb, Holmes, Dawson, Mongan, Burrows (Sub: Hunt), Gledhill, Hollinsworth (Sub: Aldred), Stevens

Great fightback cheers everyone up................Margaret Catchpole 4, Taverners reserves 4
Once again with injuries, illness and none availability it was difficult to field two sides but, with some heated phone calls we managed to get 12 players.  It was not the best start and the opening half an hour proved this to be true.

Catchpole started very quickly and Tav's had no answer for it. Within just twenty minutes we were 4-0 down and things were looking bleak. But with some hard work and a bit of organisation we battled our way to half time. Notable contributions from Karl Dawson, Eamon Mongan and Dippy Bowman.  Against the odds Taverners  scored just before half time when a corner came in creating a  goalmouth scramble which three Tav's players had a go a stabbing the ball over the line; it was Eamon who got the final touch.

Half time was important to be able to re-group and reorganize.  Just  after the break we changed moving Mark Aldred to full back, Sam Burrows to forward and brought Jamie Brittain into the midfield. On the hour, Tav's won a free kick a full 35yrds out.  Seeing the keeper off his line Sam Burrows fired the kick top left to  
score.  Getting back to 4-3 was hard work Trevor Hollinsworth missed  from close range but his cross a few minutes later was headed into  his own net by the full back.

With time running out another free kick was awarded on the opposite side to the first, Catchpole keeper obviously did not learn his lesson from the first kick and again Sam Burrows fired from 35yrds to  
score.

It was a valuable point and well deserved.

Team: A Smith, Fisk (Sub: Brittain), Sheridan, Dawson, Holmes, Burrows, Mongan, Strutt, Bowman, Hollinsworth, Aldred.

Advantage thrown away....................................Taverners reserves 3, E & D Athletic 4
Facing E & D Athletic in perfect conditions at Greshams, the Tavs fell behind when a back-passed header fell short and a visiting forward made no mistake. A similar error led to our equaliser, the lively Tom Vincent gaining possession and Mark Aldred following up to net a firm shot.
Our joy was short-lived as a long ball exposed some poor marking and the E & D centre forward smashed home a first time shot for a 2-1 half-time lead.
 The Tavs looked more determined and organised after the break and we levelled the scores through another Sam Burrows 'special' - a free-kick driven spectacularly into the far corner.
 E & D lost some composure when the Tavs grabbed a 3-2 lead through an Eamon Mongan effort but they came back to equalise themselves with a well-judged chip from some way out.
 What turned out to be the winning goal resulted from an E & D forward being quickest to react after Daren stevens had done well to block a shot through a forest of legs. We had the ball in the net in the dying minutes but the effort was disallowed for a foul on the E & D keeper. 

Team: Stevens, Fisk, Bullamore, Webb, Holmes, Burrows, Bowman, Mongan, Strutt (Sub: chard), Aldred (Sub: Hollinsworth), T Vincent.

More disappointment in the closing minutes.......................Fat Cat 3, Taverners reserves  2
Although the sun shone at Gainsborough, a tricky cross-wind made things difficult for both teams and the ball was given away with great regularity.
 Fat Cat had the lively Marc Wilson up-front and his pace and awareness caused the Tavs defence problems throughout. In the first half he was only stopped by a good block by Alex Smith but Fat Cat grabbed the lead when a corner was only half cleared and a strong shot flew in. 

Taverners gradually got on top in the second half and eventually equalised when Andy Lambert's header was handled on the line and James Bullamore netted the spot kick. We went ahead when one of a series of good corners - this time by Trevor Hollinsworth but on other occasions by Sam Burrows - was forcefully headed home by Andy Lambert. 

We looked the likelier winners when attacking but there was always a concern about Marc Wilson's danger to our defence and he pounced on errors twice in the closing stages to give Fat Cat a 3-2 victory which left everyone in the Tavs camp very frustrated to see three points thrown away. 
Team: A Smith, Aldred, Bullamore, Lambert, Holmes (Sub: Gledhill), Burrows, Bowman, Mongan, Chard, T Vincent, Hollinsworth

Solid reserve display lifts the gloom...............................Taverners reserves 3, Norbridge 0
Although Norbridge had much of the early play at Greshams - and could have scored in the second minute when a shot flashed across the Tavs goal - we defended well and gradually came into the game. 

A mis-placed clearance by the Norbridge goalkeeper only found the influential Eamon Mongan and he drove it back past him from a long way out. This gave Taverners a lot of confidence and Vaughn Gledhill headed over while efforts from Trevor Hollinsworth and Gary Pilkington - back from injury - hit the post. 

The early stages of the second period saw Norbridge press forward but Alex Smith was alert in goal while Marcus Webb and Andy Spivey dominated in the middle of the back four. The Tavs were quick on the break and we doubled our lead when 'Dippy' Bowman headed in a cross from sam Burrows. Neat inter-play ended with Dippy playing Trevor Hollinsworth in to make the score 3-0 in the closing minutes. 

A tremendous all-round performance, clean-sheet in defence and three welcome points.
Team: A Smith, Aldred (Sub: Fisk), Webb, Spivey, Chard (Sub: Holmes), Bowman, Mongan, Gledhill, Hollinsworth, Burrows, Pilkington.

Player shortages once again hit the Tavs hard.....Chantry Blues 10, Taverners reserves 1
It's the second time this year that we have been hit with this scoreline. Both caused by members of our squad not being available.
 The 1st team clearly resembles the starting line up of the reserves at the start of the season, so it is hard for them as well. Due to this we were down to 10 men. I would like to use that as an excuse but in honesty I can't. It is true to say that Chantry are a very good side but certain players were not at their best. The fact is that we were only one man short which meant we only had one striker. Our defence and midfield were fully staffed.
 It is frustrating going from playing so well against Norbridge and winning 3-0 to playing with 10 men and no thought of "we can win this". But then for the first 15 minutes we actually did cause some problems and to the surprise of everyone we took the lead when Trevor Hollinsworth put Eamon Mongan through to nick the ball away from the sprawling keeper to score. In truth Eamon stood head and shoulders above anyone else on our side and theirs.
 With only one up front it gave Chantry license to push on and over run our midfield and although it still took them another 15 minutes once they started scoring there was nothing to stop them. It is a shame that at least 5 of their goals were down to individual error but then when you are being over run as we were it is hard to find the right pass to get you out of trouble.
Team: A Smith, Davis, Spivey, Sheridan, Holmes, Aldred, Mongan, Strutt, Fisk, Hollinsworth

Tavs battling isn’t quite enough......................................Norbridge 4, Taverners reserves 2
Having produced a good performance in beating Norbridge 3-0 a fortnight or so ago, the reserves visited King George V, Whitton to play the return fixture on Wednesday evening. 

The opening few minutes saw the Tavs forced onto the defensive and we were fortunate to see our bar hit twice while Lee Riley cleared another effort off the line. On other occasions, goalkeeper Vaughn Gledhill had to be highly alert to deal with some probing attacks and crosses. 

Thankful to have kept a cleansheet, the Tavs came into the match as an attacking force on the superb playing surface and, early in the second half, caught Norbridge on the break. Player manager Trevor Hollinsworth provided the pass and Lee Riley netted at the second attempt. 

Norbridge came back to equalise and then took the lead but Taverners were far from finished and a superb run from Hollinsworth gave Riley the chance for his second goal. 

Norbridge's pace in attack caused the Tavs some problems but their third goal came from a corner within the last ten minutes, a close-range header beating the gallant Gledhill. Although the Tavs continued to battle for everything, Norbridge then swept through to make the final score 4-2 in the dying moments. 

The match was well-handled by referee Ollie Morris-Sanders.
Team: Gledhill, Davis, Webb, Lambert, Holmes, Burrows, Strutt, Riley, Bowman (Sub: Aldred), Hollinsworth, Pilkington

Solid display brings the reserves a point.................Taverners reserves 1, Trimley Rangers 1
The reserves entertained Trimley Rangers on Sunday and had to work extremely hard throughout the first half to keep in the game in the face of some mobile and dangerous Trimley attacks. 

Marcus Webb and Andy Lambert were rock solid at the heart of the Taverners defence while goalkeeper Alex Smith's handling was clean. Trimley grabbed the lead after 30 minutes with a neat attack and finish but the Tavs continued to battle for everything and only the single goal divided the sides at the break. 

Taverners began the second half with more confidence and Gary Pilkington showed up well in midfield while sub. Mark Aldred slotted into the defence effectively. 

The Tavs' best opportunities had come from set-pieces and a corner led to the equaliser with 15 minutes left, Lee Riley crossing for Daren Stevens to head down and Marcus Webb scored from close range. 

The match finished 1-1 and was a good advertisement for Sunday football - competitive but sporting throughout - and well controlled by referee Brennan Butcher.
Team: A Smith, Fisk (Sub: Aldred), Webb, Lambert, Bowman, Strutt, Gledhill, L Riley, Pilkington, Hollinsworth, Stevens.

More 10-men problems..........................Taverners reserves 3, Hadleigh Goldstar Athletic 5

Once again, the Tavs were faced with the prospect of facing good opposition with only ten men and this has been such a very disappointing part of the season which is a continuing concern of the club committee.

Finding themselves 3-0 down at half-time, the Tavs at least came back in the second period to make the final score 5-3 in Goldstar's favour. The Taverners scorers were Eamon Mongan, Sam Burrows and player manager Trevor Hollinsworth.
Team: A Smith, Aldred, Webb, Gledhill,  Holmes, Burrows, Mongan, Strutt, Bowman, Hollinsworth

Good first half is undone afterwards..............Aldeburgh Associates 6, Taverners reserves 3

On a balmy Thursday evening, the reserves visited Aldeburgh Associates at their picturesque ground and we appreciated the good facilities and fine playing surface. 

The Tavs started well and took the lead when Paul Strutt was fouled in the box and Trevor Hollinsworth fired home an impeccable spot-kick. Aldeburgh came back to equalise but a tremendous counter-attack saw the Tavs 2-1 up. Sam Burrows' burst of pace created the opening and Eamon Mongan found the net from close range. 

Aldeburgh levelled at 2-2 before the break and, after the Tavs had begun the second half well, it was Aldeburgh who took the initiative and swept into a 6-2 lead. The Tavs were undaunted and a mix-up in the home defence enabled Eamon Mongan to pull a goal back. 

An Aldeburgh seafront pub had the benefit of the Taverners' squad's entertaining reflections on the more bizarre aspects of the game and on what has been a challenging campaign all-round; roll on next season!
Team: A Smith, Aldred (Sub: Chard), Lambert, Webb, Burgess, Burrows, Mongan, Bowman, Hollinsworth, Strutt, Pilkington.
More looking back - 5 to 40 years -

with the Tavs
5 years ago (February 2005)......The first team gained an important win over Ipswich area Police on their superb pitch at Martlesham.

Tom Brooks, Daren Stevens and Duncan Southgate scored the goals and referee Alan Martin summed up the sporting nature of the match by commenting at the end that it hardly needed a referee at all.
A fine performance saw Worlingworth beaten 6-0 with goals from Trevor Hollinsworth 2, Duncan Southgate, James Rice and Gary Pilkington 2.
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The reserves were beaten 2-0 at home by top-of-the-table Kings Head but bounced back to win 2-1 against Hadleigh Otto Campanelli (away). Mike Cura and a penalty from Liam Claydon (pictured left) registered for the Tavs.

10 years ago (February 2000)…… Only a few weeks after a stormy game against old rivals Norbridge, we faced them again and struggled to break down a determined defence. Then, as the News & review of the day reported: "with time running out, Bevan Burgess - who did well on the left - reached the by-line and crossed for substitute Andy Glover to head firmly home. A few minutes later and Richard Fuller broke through on the right and laid the ball in for Glover to thump a volley into the bottom corner to complete a 2-0 win."
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We then visited Ipswich Police and gained revenge for a defeat earlier in the season by winning 3-0. Our goals came from Andy Spivey, Trevor Hollinsworth and Daren Stevens.
 The 1st team then beat Blakenham Chequers 6-0; Karl Dawson, Andy Glover, Richard Fuller (pic. left) & Gary Cunningham  2 scored. 
Gary's second goal was his 172nd for the Tavs and took him past Pat Elvin's record of 171 as the Club's all-time leading goalscorer; Gary duly celebrated by unveiling a suitably logoed tee-shirt!

Despite taking the lead through James Bullamore, we were then beaten 4-1 at home by Debenham Leisure Centre.

The reserves visited Occold and looked to be facing defeat when the home side scored with 20 minutes left. However, as reported in the News & review: ".....a last-minute corner saw every Tav in the box. Tim Howard flicked on Pilky's corner and Pat dummied it to allow Julien Holmes to fire his first goal for the Club for the equaliser. The final whistle was blown as Occold restarted the game....it was that close!"

A spirited performance followed against league leaders Holbrook Rovers and it took two late goals to give Holbrook victory.
15 years ago (February 1995)……The first team notched another vital win in their battle to retain top-flight status, beating Hadleigh Town 4-3 away. Paul Oakshott (pictured left) scored our winner in the last minute, our earlier scorers being Daren Stevens, Mike Cura and another from Paul Oakshott. Another important victory followed, Ipswich Hospitals being beaten 4-2 at Cranes. Trevor Hollinsworth 2 and Paul Ryan 2 scored the goals. The month ended with a 3-1 reverse away to Stow Vandals, Mike Cura scoring the Tavs goal.

Although a visit to Sizewell Sports ended in a 5-3 defeat for the reserves (Matt Morling, Neil Bennett (penalty) and Toby Cousins scoring), the team bounced back to beat Bourne Park Rangers 6-0 at Gainsborough Sports Centre.
 The turning point was the dismissal of the Bourne Park centre half. The Tavs goals came from Toby Cousins 2 (1 pen.), James Bullamore, Matt Morling 2 and Gary Cunningham.
The headlines were dominated by a Tavs win in the semi-final of the Reserve Cup which saw the side back in the final (where they would face Hintlesham United reserves). Gary Cunningham, Shane Murrell and Neil Bennett scored in a thrilling 3-2 victory over Blakenham Chequers (at neutral Capel St Mary).

20 years ago (February 1990)…..The first team began [image: image17.png]JDSh
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with a top-of-the-table clash with Hadleigh Gold Star and a tough encounter finished all-square at 1-1, the Tavs equaliser being a header from Daren Stevens in the dying minutes.
Mark Moore (pictured left) had a fine game in goal.

 A visit to old rivals Felixstowe Spartans brought no respite to Taverners' slide in form since Christmas and we were beaten 3-2 at Eastward Ho. Shaun Watson and Gary Cunningham scored the Tavs goals.

The reserves were disappointed to follow up a fine performance against Belstead Exiles with a poor display at home to JTB which saw us go down 1-0. Another uninspiring showing followed, the Tavs again being beaten by the only goal, this time at home to Blakenham Chequers. the reserves were plunged into relegation trouble by another home reverse, 4-0 at home to Armada reserves.

25 years ago (February 1985)….. After a two week [image: image18.jpg]


break caused by the return of the extreme wintry weather, the first team began the month with a disappointing performance away to Felixstowe Spartans and were beaten 3-1, Martyn O'Leary (pictured left) scoring the Tavs goal. The only other first team game was a thriller, with Taverners securing their first-ever win over Holbrook Rovers after many years of trying. Both teams had their moments but the Tavs finished 4-3 winners with goals from Terry Pilbro, Pat Elvin 2 and Steve Nunn.

The reserves began with a Reserve Cup Quarter Final tie against EEB reserves but were unfortunately unable to find inspiration, losing 4-2. The Tavs goals came from Daren Stevens and Danny Blackman.

We followed this with a 1-1 draw with Stour Vale on a snow-covered Landseer School pitch, Daren Stevens netting a penalty for the Taverners goal.
A relegation battle against Aldridge Sports reserves followed and we deserved more than the 2-2 draw which was obtained via a last minute goal from an Elwyn Goulding header. Once again, Daren Stevens had scored our opener.

Our next opponents were Holbrook Rovers reserves who, despite only fielding nine men, grabbed a first half lead.
However, the Tavs came back to win 3-1 with goals from Ian Scott, Darren Lowe and Elwyn Goulding.
30 years ago (February 1980)……The first eleven visited Sutton United and ended a poorish Division 4 run with a 3-0 win.
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 Steve Baker, Dick Davey (pictured left) and Pat Elvin scored the goals after Glen Parker had missed a first half penalty. Against John Player reserves, the Tavs led 2-0 through a Steve Baker brace but then let Player back into the game to grab a point at 2-2.

Steve Baker scored both goals as a weakened Taverners team were beaten 6-2 by Holbrook Rovers and another poor performance followed as the Tavs were beaten 4-2 by Northam Celtic. Mick Flude scored both Taverners goals.

After leading twice against Sproughton Wild Man, the reserves were finally beaten 5-4. Louis Newman 3 and Dave Piper scored the goals.
 We then faced Lions Head and produced a good fight-back to level the scores at 2-2 only to concede a late winner. Brian Palmer scored both our goals.

A week later we lost 5-3 to EEB reserves, the Taverners goals coming from Louis Newman, Keith Newman and Dave Piper.
35 years ago (February 1975).....Taverners made their debut at Bourne Park (following a move of home from Gippeswyk Park) in a return game against Spartan United and drew an exciting encounter 3-3. 
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Colin Last (pictured left) and Paul Miller 2 scored the Taverners goals. A week later we beat GRE reserves 5-2 in a Division 7 game at Bourne Park, the goals coming from Don Muhs, Paul Miller, Mick Flude, Pat Elvin and John Davey.

Defences were rarely in control on the Somersham slope a week later when we visited Somersham reserves and won 8-4. The Tavs goals came from Pat Elvin 2, John Davey, Mick Flude 2, Paul Miller 2 and a Don Muhs spectacular from 40 yards or so.

Our good early 1975 run continued - and confidence had certainly been boosted by our move to Bourne Park - with a 2-1 win over old rivals Thurleston YC reserves on a misty morning. Despite the YC taking the lead, Taverners fought back through Paul Miller and then a late blind-side run from Mick Flude which brought the winner.
40 years ago (February 1970)……We suffered a vital defeat in our relegation battle against Supply at Woolverstone by 3-1 with Mick Prentice scoring the Taverners goal.
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The decision to regain the goalkeeping talents of Melvyn Williams (pictured left) paid immediate dividends as we beat Hollesley United - always difficult opponents - 2-1 away on a damp and misty afternoon. Ross Turtill and Keith Hubbard scored the Tavs goals. 
Unfortunately, a visit to Stowmarket Athletic brought no joy, Ross Turtill scoring our consolation in a 3-1 defeat.
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Taverners FC

appearance & goalscoring

statistics 2009/10

	1st team appearances
	 
	2nd team appearances
	 
	1st team goals
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 G Cunningham
	24
	 T Hollinsworth
	20
	 T Brooks
	8

	 A Beaney
	23
	 J Holmes
	19
	 J Riley
	8

	 T Brooks
	22
	 E Mongan
	18
	 L Claydon
	3

	 L Riley
	21
	 M Aldred
	17
	 J Bullamore
	2

	 J Bullamore
	19
	 P Bowman
	17
	 L Riley
	2

	 M Smith
	17
	 R Fisk
	17
	 D Southgate
	2

	 D Southgate
	17
	 A Smith
	17
	 A Beaney
	1

	 A Lambert
	16
	 S Burrows
	16
	 A Corner
	1

	 J Riley
	14
	 V Gledhill
	16
	 G Cunningham
	1

	 B Burgess
	13
	 M Webb
	16
	 J Horsfall
	1

	 R Horsfall
	13
	 J Brittain
	13
	 V Gledhill
	1

	 G Pilkington
	11
	 P Strutt
	13
	 G Pilkington
	1

	 D Stevens
	9
	 A Lambert
	12
	 M Webb
	1

	 L Claydon
	8
	 G Pilkington
	12
	 Total
	32

	 A Jacobs
	8
	 K Dawson
	9
	 
	 

	 C Keavey
	8
	 B Burgess
	8
	2nd team goals
	 

	 V Gledhill
	7
	 T Atabaky
	7
	 
	 

	 J Brittain
	5
	 H Chard
	6
	 E Mongan
	7

	 A Corner
	5
	 A Spivey
	6
	 S Burrows
	5

	 M Webb
	5
	 D Stevens
	6
	 T Hollinsworth
	4

	 H Chard
	4
	 J Valentine
	6
	 G Pilkington
	4

	 T Vincent
	4
	 J Bullamore
	4
	 P Bowman
	2

	 T Hollinsworth
	3
	 M Cura
	4
	 J Brittain
	2

	 J Horsfall
	3
	 D Sheridan
	4
	 A Lambert
	2

	 P Strutt
	3
	 M Davis
	3
	 L Riley
	2

	 S Burrows
	2
	 M Smith
	3
	 P Strutt
	2

	 M Aldred
	1
	 T Brooks
	2
	 M Aldred
	1

	 T Atabaky
	1
	 R Horsfall
	2
	 T Atabaky
	1

	 M Cura
	1
	 L Riley
	2
	 J Bullamore
	1

	 K Dawson
	1
	 T Vincent 
	2
	 H Chard
	1

	 L Farris
	1
	 G Cunningham
	1
	 M Cura
	1

	 J Holmes
	1
	 C Halls
	1
	 R Fisk
	1

	 S Kidby
	1
	 A Hunt
	1
	 V Gledhill
	1

	 
	 
	 N Sherman
	1
	 D Stevens
	1

	 
	 
	 D Southgate
	1
	 M Webb
	1

	 
	 
	 L wiggins
	1
	 Own goal
	1

	Possible
	24
	Possible
	24
	 Total
	40


Spotlight on the Flare League 
Premier Division & RM Division 1

The final tables

	Premier
	P
	W
	D
	L
	GD
	Pts

	Unicorn
	22
	16
	1
	5
	30
	49

	Ferryboat
	22
	15
	3
	4
	43
	48

	Ascio
	22
	12
	4
	6
	12
	40

	Capel  Plough
	22
	11
	4
	7
	18
	37

	Whitton Maypole 88
	22
	11
	4
	7
	12
	37

	Kirton United
	22
	10
	4
	8
	27
	31

	Belstead Arms
	22
	9
	5
	8
	-2
	29

	AFC Woodbridge
	22
	6
	5
	11
	-18
	20

	Taverners
	22
	5
	4
	13
	-22
	19

	Hadleigh RBL
	22
	6
	6
	10
	-15
	18

	Martlesham OB
	22
	5
	2
	15
	-38
	17

	Locomotive
	22
	4
	2
	16
	-47
	14


	RM Div. 1
	P
	W
	D
	L
	GD
	Pts

	Holbrook Swan
	20
	15
	3
	2
	60
	48

	Hadleigh G. Athletic
	20
	14
	3
	3
	28
	45

	Chantry Blues
	20
	12
	2
	6
	19
	38

	E & D Athletic
	20
	8
	4
	8
	-2
	28

	Lions Head Ath.
	20
	7
	6
	7
	6
	27

	Fat Cat
	20
	8
	2
	10
	-1
	26

	Norbridge
	20
	9
	3
	8
	0
	24

	Aldeburgh Ass.
	20
	7
	2
	11
	-33
	20

	Mgt Catchpole
	20
	5
	4
	11
	-6
	19

	Trimley Rangers
	20
	5
	5
	10
	-14
	17

	Taverners res.
	20
	1
	4
	15
	-57
	7


	




A long season finally came to an end late in May with the severe winter weather earlier in the year leading to both our teams being involved in midweek fixtures.
As the league tables show, the first team managed to survive in the Premier Division – just – after a dreadful second half to the season but the reserves slipped to relegation from RM Division 1.

Availability of players was a consistent problem and the reserves were forced to play with depleted line-ups more than ever before while the first team had the bare eleven on several occasions – even in matches that were vital to their fight against the drop.

 However, spirits remained high throughout and solving the ‘numbers problem’ for next season remains high on the committee’s agenda.
Plans for the coming campaign will be discussed at the Tavs Annual general Meeting which is scheduled for next Thursday – 24 June – at 8.45 (after training) at Greshams. We hope to see a good attendance.
The editor is well aware that this edition of the ‘News & Review’ is long overdue but the day-to-day running of the club – particularly trying to ensure full teams take the field – has had to take precedence.
At least members have had the opportunity to keep up to date via the club’s website – www.tavernersfc.org.uk – which is updated promptly; once again, thanks to Bev for his work on this.

The Tavs’ Presentation Night took place a fortnight ago and the award-winners were as follows:

1st team:
· Players’ Player of the Year: Andy Lambert

· Manager’s Player of the Year: Gary Cunningham

· Goal of the Season: Lee Riley

· Golden Boot (leading scorer): Tom Brooks & Jason Riley

2nd team:

· Players’ player of the Year: Eamon Mongan

· Manager’s Player of the Year: Eamon Mongan
· Goal of the Season: Sam Burrows & Henry Chard

· Golden Boot (leading scorer): Eamon Mongan

Club:

· Clubman of the Year: Gary Cunningham

· Most Improved Player: Mark Aldred
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