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Club sponsors:


Website: www.tavernersfc.org.uk

TAVERNERS FOOTBALL CLUB
Established 1967

Members of the Ipswich Sunday Morning Football League since 1972

(Members of the Gippeswyk Sunday League 1967 - 1972)

Members of the Saul Charity Cup

Affiliated to the Suffolk County Football Association : No. GS100083

  Colours:

1st team: White shirts, white shorts, black socks

2nd team:  Maroon shirts, white shorts, black socks 

Home ground: Greshams Sports Club, Tuddenham Rd, Ipswich

Club Committee:

	Chairman:
	 Pat Elvin
	 Tel: 748206

	Vice Chairman
	 Bill Fleming
	 Tel: 742713

	Secretary/1st team manager:
	 Bob Bullamore
	 Tel: 729586

	Treasurer:
	 Gary Pilkington
	 Tel: 01394 386686

	2nd team manager
	 Trevor Hollinsworth
	 Tel: 07802176434

	Officers
	 James Bullamore
	 Tel: 07917185487

	
	 Bevan Burgess
	 Tel: 612693

	
	 Daren Stevens
	 Tel: 07979851887

	
	 Tom Brooks
	 Tel: 740868

	
	 Duncan Southgate
	 Tel: 07834614677


Club honours:
	1st team:
	Winners
	 Ipswich SML Division 2
	1993/94

	
	Winners
	 Fairplay -      Division 2
	2001/02

	
	Winners
	 Fairplay -      Premier Div.
	2003/04

	
	Runners-up
	 Ipswich SML Division 1 
	2004/05

	
	Winners
	Fairplay -       Premier Div.
	2005/06

	 2nd team 
	Winners
	 Ipswich SML Reserve Cup
	1994/95

	
	Winners
	 Fairplay -      Division 5
	2001/02

	
	Winners
	 Fairplay -      Div. RM 1
	2009/10

	
	Winners
	 Fairplay -      Div. RM 2
	2010/11

	
	Runners-up
	 Ipswich SML Division 7
	1985/86

	
	Runners-up
	 Ipswich SML Division 5
	1987/88

	
	Runners-up
	 Ipswich SML Reserve Cup
	1992/93

	
	Runners-up
	 Ipswich SML Reserve Cup
	2002/03

	
	Runners-up
	 Ipswich SML Reserve Cup
	2003/04

	 Club
	Runners-up
	 Suffolk FA Fairplay Award
	2000/01
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Looking back with the Tavs

….from 5 to 40 years

5 years ago (March/April 2006)……It was as well that the first team had already secured Premier Division survivorship because they lost their four final games.
A 6-0 reverse at Wickham Market was followed by a 3-0 defeat at home to Norbridge, a 3-2 home defeat against Copleston (Jason Riley and Trevor Hollinsworth scoring) and another – 2-1 at the hands of Felixstowe Harpers. Trevor Hollinsworth scored the Taverners goal.

The reserves began with a 2-1 win over Copleston reserves (scorers: Sam Burrows and Gary Cunningham) but were then beaten 2-0 away to Dickerson. A 3-2 home reverse at the hands of Colonials – goals from Gary Pilkington and Gary Cunningham – was followed by a 2-2 draw with Witnesham. Sam Burrows and Vaughn Gledhill netted for the Tavs.
The reserve team then won 1-0 away to Jacob Bailey (Sam Burrows again on target) but were beaten 3-2 at home by Copleston reserves. Sam and Gary Cunningham scored.

A 3-2 home defeat at the hands of Rushmere CFC (goals from Vaughn and Mike Cura) was followed by a fine 5-2 win over Witnesham at home. Vaughn Gledhill scored three with our other goals coming from Julien Holmes and Gary Pilkington.

The season ended disappointingly – a 6-1 home defeat against Jacob Bailey. Bevan Burgess scored the Taverners goal.

10 years ago (March/April 2001)……The first team began with a 7-0 thrashing at the hands of Debenham LC but shrugged this off, beating Belstead Arms away by a single Gary Cunningham goal.
A fine 3-2 win at home to Rampant Horse (goals from Andy Glover and Richard Fuller 2) was followed by a 4-0 defeat against Bourne Vale.

However, the season ended ‘on a high’ with a 1-0 win over Capel Plough (away). Gary Cunningham scored the Taverners goal.

The reserves had a busy final few weeks of the season, beginning with a 3-2 defeat by Alderton (at home). Gary Cunningham and Danny Marsh (penalty) scored.

A 1-1 draw against Claydon away (Ray Sherman scoring) was followed by a 2-0 home revers against Ipswich Eagles.

Two heavy defeats followed; 5-1 at home to Chantry Grasshoppers (Graham Pateman scoring) and 6-1 away to Worlingworth (Ray Sherman finding the net).

However, the reserves recovered to beat Trinity 

8-0 with goals from Ray Sherman 3, ‘Texas Tom’ Walker 3, Karl dawson and Chris Keavey and Eastern Eagles reserves 5-1. Ray Sherman scored another hat-trick and Tom Walker two.

A 1-1 draw against Ipswich Eagles (Tom Parker scoring) was followed by a 5-3 defeat against Royal Oak. Julien Holmes, Danny Marsh (penalty) and an own goal scored for the Tavs.

15 years ago (March/April 1996)……The 1st team were beaten a Clements but bounced back to win 2-0 away to Hadleigh town, Kevin Oxborrow and Paul Oakshott scoring. Despite an 8-0 defeat away to Heathfield, a single goal win over Blandford gave us renewed hope of an escape from the drop. Mike Cura scored the goal.
Unfortunately, results elsewhere went against us and our relegation fate was finally sealed by a 2-0 home defeat against Capel Plough.

The reserves began with a tremendous win away to Hollesley United, our scorers in a 2-1 scoreline being Toby Cousins (penalty) and Matt Morling. We followed this with a 2-0 win over Walton Feathers, Matt Morling and Jon Regent scoring before drawing 2-2 with Wetherden Wanderers (away). Tim Howard and Neil Bennett (penalty) scored for the Tavs.

A 2-1 win away to Kirton United followed (Pat Elvin and Duncan Southgate scoring) but the season finished with a disappointing 3-2 defeat at home to Onehouse. Mike Ray and Duncan Southgate scored for the Tavs.

20 years ago (March/April 1991)…..The 1st team visited old rivals Felixstowe Spartans and secured a win by 2-0 with two goals from Gary Cunningham. The next week saw visitors Gotham grab an early two goal lead but Taverners fought back to gain a point with two more Gary Cunningham goals.
We then visited Armada and won 2-0 with goals from Andy Glover and Simon finch and followed this with a 3-0 vicory over Ambassadors. Our goals came from a Gary Cunningham hat-trick. A battling performance saw the Tavs win 2-1 away to Duke of York with goals from Andy Spivey (penalty) and Andy Glover.
An excellent display saw Hadleigh Goldstar swept aside by 3-0 at reydon with goals from Mike Cura, Gary Cunningham and Simon Finch.

Promotion to the top division – for the first time in the club’s history was secured with a 6-1 midweek win in our final game at home to Hintlesham United. Our scorers  on a historic evening at Cranes were Mike Cura (with a hat-trick), Gary Cunningham 2 and Daren Stevens..

The reserves were beaten 2-1 away to Sproughton United (Andy Snowling netting the Tavs goal) but then beat Harleys (away) by 3-1. Jon Simpson 2 and Gooderham hit the mark for the Tavs. A home 1-1 draw with RAF Wattisham followed, Jamie Needham scoring.

A 5-2 win away to Ipswich Telephone Engineers saw Jamie Needham 2, Daren Stevens 2 and Andy Spivey score for Taverners and, although we lost by the only goal away to Premier Pool, the reserves finished the season with a 2-1 win over Italia ’90, our scorers being Daren Stevens and Marcus Webb.

25 years ago (March/April 1986)…..The 1st team began the promotion ‘run-in’ with a 4-1 win over Aquarius which saw Simon Ayers show the goalscoring touch he had been displaying for the reserves. Simon hit a hat-trick and Terry Pilbro was our other scorer. The following week saw the Tavs and RSSC Dales fight out a 2-2 draw in appalling conditions at Gainsborough Sports Centre. Dales twice held the lead but Taverners fought back on both occasions, first through Steve Nunn and then, in the closing minutes, with a long-range shot from Elwyn Goulding.

Promotion to Division 1 (then, of course, the top division) looked a probability after we produced a tremendous performance to beat our main rivals, Blue Star, 2-1 with goals from Simon Ayers.

However, after beating Hintlesham United 5-1 in a friendly (with goals from Elwyn Goulding 2, Martyn O’Leary 2 and Simon Ayers) we blew our hopes in our last game of the season, away to  Felixstowe Harpers. Needing both points to go up, we established a two-goal lead through Simon Ayers but then allowed Harpers to level the scores through one outstanding shot and then a penalty. 
The Tavs got right on top again but chance after chance went astray and with them our chance so far of achieving the step into Division 1; our dressing room afterwards was understandably sombre.

It should be said that the first team managed to equal a long-standing defensive record in only conceding 28 goals all season, a feat achieved in the 1970/71 Gippeswyk League promotion season (see ’40 years ago’ later in this feature) and only beaten in the 1990/91 season (see 20 years ago’ also in this feature).

The 1993/94 Division 2 Championship winning team went a goal or two better with a record of only 20 goals conceded in 22 games.

The reserves needed a late winner from Simon Ayers to defeat Northam Celtic reserves 3-2, our earlier goals coming from Ian Green and Dickie Davies. Goalkeeper Colin Dawson had also made his mark with a penalty save and Colin was ‘headlines’ again in the reserves’ next game against Park Vale when he became the first Tave goalkeeper to score direct from a kicked clearance!

Our other scorers were Stuart Webb, Elwyn Goulding and Daren Stevens 2 as we finished 5-1 winners after trailing at half-time.

An excellent season for the reserves was rounded off by a 5-3 win away to Felixstowe Trades & labour with Elwyn Goulding hitting four and an own goal completing our tally.

This win ensured that the reserves finished in runners-up spot in Division 7, a fine achievement.
30 years ago (March/April 1981)……The 1st team began with a 3-2 home win over Eastern Electricity at Bourne park, a Glen Parker penalty securing both points. Our earlier goals had come from Terry Pilbro (his first senior goal) and Mick Flude. After two blank weeks, we visited Gipping and won 2-1 with two second half goals from Mick Flude.
After losing a friendly against St Margarets 4-3 (our scorers Terry Pilbro, Martyn O’Leary and Mick Flude) we played our return match against Gipping and a 2-1 win on a bright and sunny morning ensured promotion to Division 3. Chris Lushington and Pat Elvin were our scorers.

With promotion won, the team ‘died off’ somewhat and we lost our two remaining games, against Borough Engineers 1-0 and Stowmarket Athletic reserves 3-1. Mick Flude scored the Taverners goal.

The reserves started with an 8-1 victory over Bucklesham Wanderers, Steve Baker equalling the Club’s individual scoring record with six goals. Our other scorers were Bill Omsby and Ian Scott.

After losing 2-0 away to Alderton, the reserves travelled to Sutton Plough and, despite lacking several regulars, ran out easy 5-2 winners. Brian Palmer, Dave Piper, Bill Ormsby 2 and Bob Bullamore scored the Tavs goals.

The reserves then came back from an early three goal deficit against Lions Head to draw level through steve Baker 2 and Chis Lushington but Lions Head won out with a late penalty. The season ended with a 4-2 defeat at the hands of west End reserves, the Tavs goals coming from Simon Clarke and Bill Ormsby.
35 years ago (March/April 1976).....Taverners visited Trimley United in a Division 6 fixture and were beaten 3-1. Mick Flude scored our goal while Paul Miller was sent off during the second half. We then met Melton YC reserves at home and won a hard-fought encounter 3-0 with goals from Paul Miller 2 and Pat Elvin.
A midweek fixture against Manor House saw Taverners beaten 4-2 on a gloomy evening, the closing minutes being played in virtual darkness! Mick Flude and pat Elvin scored.
We finished the season with a 6-2 defeat at the hands of local rivals Thurleston YC reserves in a game played at a now-defunct pitch at Martlesham (probably where the A14 by-pass runs now!) because of a shortage of pitches so late in the season. Mick Flude and Colin Last scored the Taverners goals while Paul Miller ensured himself a lengthy suspension at the start of the following season by being dismissed along with an opponent.
40 years ago (March/April 1971)…… Our home clash with Blue Circle was a top-of-the-table game which we lost 3-1. Russell Langham scored our goal. A week later, we travelled to Manningtree to play Batsons and won fairly comfortably by 2-0 with goals from Mick Johnson and Russell Langham.
The Tavs’ final match in our Gippeswyk League Division 3 season was against Hadleigh Falcons at Millfield and a 3-2 victory ensured our promotion in third place – behind Holbrook YC and Blue Circle and just ahead of Italia Unita. Our scorers were Russell Langham, Martin Buck and Adrian Dickerson.

As mentioned previously, the Taverners defence only conceded 28 goals during the season, a record which – although equalled in 1986 – wasn’t bettered until 1991!
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First team statistics  - 2011/12
	Felixstowe Harpers (a)
	1-6
	League
	Team: Halls, Bullamore, Beaney, Lambert, Cunningham, Brittain (Sub: Atabaky), Brooks, Mongan, Southgate, Rankin, Farris
	Scorer: Southgate

	Ipswich Thistle (h)
	0-2
	SundayCup
	Team: Halls, Bullamore, Powell, Lambert, Cunningham, Garland, Brooks, Southgate, Wray (Sub: Norfolk), Farris (Sub: Stevens), Rankin
	

	Goddard & Co (h)
	1-6
	League
	Team: Davis, Bullamore, Powell (Sub: Chapman), Lambert, Cunningham, Garland, Brittain, Gledhill, Southgate, Stevens, Norfolk
	Scorer: Gledhill

	Ipswich Thistle reserves (a)
	4-0
	League
	Team: Halls, Fisk, Bullamore, Lambert, Cunningham, Farris (Sub: Aldred), R Horsfall, Brooks, Brittain, Norfolk, Stevens
	Scorers: Norfolk, 

R Horsfall 2, Brittain

	Kelsale  (a)
	2-1
	League
	Team: Halls, Fisk, Lambert, Gledhill, Cunningham (Sub: Hollinsworth), Brittain (Sub: Atabaky), Ayles, Brooks, Betts, Stevens, Rankin
	Scorers: Rankin, Brooks

	Martlesham Wands. (a)
	1-5
	League
	Team: Halls, Fisk, Lambert, Gledhill, Bullamore, Warden, Brooks, Southgate, Betts, Rankin, Stevens
	Scorer: Lambert

	Felixstowe Harpers (h)
	0-1
	Sunday Cup
	Team: Davis, Beaney, Powell, Lambert, Betts, Southgate, Brooks, Geater, Wray (Sub: Brittain), Stevens, Rankin (Sub: Hollinsworth)
	

	Felixstowe Harpers (h)
	0-4
	League
	Team: Halls, Beaney, Lambert, Jacobs, Cunningham (Sub: Read), Farris, Brittain, Ayles, Burgess, Stevens, Powell
	

	RE United 86 (a)
	2-5
	League
	Team: Halls, Beaney, Lambert, Southgate, Betts, Ayles (Sub: Geater), Brooks, Brittain, Wray, Stevens, Farris (Sub: Powell)
	Scorers: Stevens, Lambert

	Bramford Cock (a)
	4-1
	League
	Team: Halls, Beaney, Lambert, Powell, Betts, Ayles, Brooks, Bestley, Brittain, Stevens, Farris
	Scorers: Brittain 2, Farris 2

	FC Brookhayes (h)
	1-2
	League
	Team: Halls, Beaney, Powell, Lambert, Cunningham, Ayles (Sub: Warden), Farris, Mongan, Brittain, Rankin, Stevens
	Scorer: Ayles

	FC Brookhayes (a)
	3-2
	League
	Team: Halls, Beaney, Bullamore, Lambert, Betts, Farris, R Horsfall, Mongan, Southgate, Rankin, Stevens
	Scorers: Mongan 2, Bullamore (pen.)


Reserve team statistics  – 2011/12
	Holbrook Hornets (a)
	2-2
	League
	Team: A Smith, Davis, Leeks, webb, Burgess, strut, Gledhill, Regan (Sub: Fisk), Hollinsworth, stevens, Aldred (Sub: holmes)
	Scorers: Stevens, Hollinsworth

	Playford (a)
	0-3
	League
	Team: A Smith, Fisk, Leeks, Burgess, Warner, Burrows, Bestley, Mongan, Regan, Hollinsworth, Atabaky (Sub: Holmes)
	

	AFC Claydon (h)
	3-1
	Junior Cup
	Team: Davis, Spivey, Leeks, webb, Holmes, Burrows, Bestley, Ayles, Rankin, Burgess, Hollinsworth
	Scorers: Hollinsworth, Ayles 2

	Pauls (h)
	0-5
	League
	Team: Davis, Beaney, Leeks, Webb, Burgess, Strutt (Sub: warden), Geater, Gledhill, Bestley, Betts, Hollinsworth (Sub: Atabaky)
	

	Worlingworth  (h)
	1-7
	League
	Team: Davis, Baxter, Beaney, Webb, Burgess, Burrows, Bestley, Mongan, Ayles, strut, Hollinsworth.
	Scorer: Webb

	Elmsett Rose & Crown (a)
	0-16
	Junior Cup
	Team: Smith, Davis, Leeks, Chapman, Strutt, Mongan, Burrows, Warden, Sherman, Hollinsworth, Atabaky
	

	AFC Claydon (a)
	0-3
	League
	Team: Smith, Spivey, Leeks, Morrissey, Warner (Sub: Sherman), Burrows, Gledhill (Sub: Atabaky), Bestley, Burgess, Hollinsworth, Strutt
	

	Brantham Athletic (h)
	1-3
	League
	Team: Davis, Fisk, Leeks, warden, Warner, Burrows, Mongan, Burgess, Read, Hollinsworth, Atabaky (Sun: Baxter)
	

	D & M TSSC (h)
	1-3
	League
	Team: Davis, Bullamore (Sub: Strutt), Leeks, Lambert, Burgess, Rankin, Bestley, Mongan, Morrissey (Sub: Atabaky), Hollinsworth, Burrows
	Scorer: Morrissey

	D & M TSSC (a)
	3-5
	League
	Team: Smith, Davis, Leeks, Webb, Burgess, strut, Morrissey, Gledhill, Roche, Hollinsworth, Atabaky
	Scorers: Gledhill, Strutt, own goal

	Holbrook Hornets (h)
	2-4
	League
	Team: Davis, Baxter, Leeks, Morrissey (Sub: Hollinsworth), Burgess, Burrows, Warden, Gledhill, Roche, Strutt, Atabaky
	Scorers: Hollinsworth 2

	Playford (h)
	2-1
	League
	Team: Davis, Warden, Leeks, Lambert, Burrows, Mongan, Strutt, Brooks, Burgess, Gledhill (Sub: Hollinsworth), Atabaky.
	Scorers: Brooks (pen.), Burrows


Taverners FC – appearances &   goalscorers – 2011/12
	1st team appearances
	 
	2nd team appearances
	 
	1st team goals
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 A Lambert
	12
	 T Hollinsworth
	12
	 J Brittain
	3

	 D Stevens
	11
	 T Atabaky
	11
	 L Farris
	2

	 C Halls
	10
	 B Burgess
	11
	 R Horsfall
	2

	 J Brittain
	9
	 G Leeks
	11
	 A Lambert
	2

	 T Brooks
	8
	 M Davis
	10
	 E Mongan
	2

	 L Farris
	8
	 S Burrows
	9
	 J Ayles
	1

	 A Beaney
	7
	 P Strutt
	9
	 J Bullamore
	1

	 G Cunningham
	7
	 P Bestley
	6
	 V Gledhill
	1

	 L Powell
	7
	 V Gledhill
	6
	 B Norfolk
	1

	 A Rankin
	7
	 E Mongan
	6
	 A Rankin
	1

	 D Southgate
	7
	 A Smith
	5
	 D Southgate
	1

	 J Betts
	6
	 G Warden
	5
	 D Stevens
	1

	 J Bullamore
	6
	 M Webb
	5
	 
	 

	 J Ayles
	5
	 S Morrissey
	4
	 Total
	19

	 R Fisk
	3
	 M Baxter
	3
	 
	 

	 V Gledhill
	3
	 R Fisk
	3
	 
	 

	 E Mongan
	3
	 A Regan
	3
	 
	 

	 B Norfolk
	3
	 D Warner
	3
	 
	 

	 M Wray
	3
	 J Holmes
	3
	 
	 

	 T Atabaky
	2
	 J Ayles
	2
	 
	 

	 M Davis
	2
	 A Beaney
	2
	2nd team goals
	 

	 H Garland
	2
	 A lambert
	2
	 
	 

	 L Geater
	2
	 A Rankin
	2
	 T Hollinsworth
	4

	 T Hollinsworth
	2
	 K Roche
	2
	 J Ayles
	2

	 R Horsfall
	2
	 N Sherman
	2
	 T Brooks
	1

	 G Warden
	2
	 A Spivey
	2
	 S Burrows
	1

	 M Aldred
	1
	 M Aldred
	1
	 V Gledhill
	1

	 P Bestley
	1
	 J Betts
	1
	 E Mongan
	1

	 B Burgess
	1
	 J Bullamore
	1
	 S Morrissey
	1

	 A Jacobs
	1
	 M Chapman
	1
	 D Stevens
	1

	 J Read
	1
	 L Geater
	1
	 P Strutt
	1

	 
	 
	 J Read
	1
	 M Webb
	1

	 
	 
	 D Stevens
	1
	 Own goal
	1

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 Possible 
	12
	Possible
	12
	Total
	15


Tavs' "200 Appearances Club" 

Figures including 2010/11 season 

	Name
	1st
	2nd
	Total
	 
	Name
	1st
	2nd
	Total

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 P Elvin
	523
	201
	724
	 
	 C Dawson
	211
	89
	300

	 B Burgess
	192
	374
	566
	 
	 M Parker
	151
	139
	291

	 D Stevens
	366
	193
	559
	 
	 C Bloom
	228
	54
	282

	 G Cunningham
	337
	214
	551
	 
	 M Cura
	157
	119
	276

	 T Howard
	366
	170
	536
	 
	 M O'Leary
	228
	30
	258

	 A Spivey
	401
	68
	469
	 
	 G Parker
	195
	55
	250

	 T Hedges
	349
	65
	414
	 
	 N Bennett
	88
	160
	248

	 J Bullamore
	305
	97
	402
	 
	 R Bullamore
	233
	14
	247

	 D Southgate
	260
	119
	379
	 
	 M Flude
	200
	14
	214

	 T Hollinsworth
	242
	114
	356
	 
	 I Green
	30
	176
	206

	 A Glover
	282
	62
	344
	 
	 T Brooks
	189
	15
	204

	 G Pilkington
	131
	200
	331
	 
	 M Moore
	181
	22
	203

	 T Pilbro
	225
	99
	324
	 
	 I Scott
	17
	185
	202

	
	
	
	
	
	 C Lushington
	154
	46
	200


Tavs' all-time top goalscorers

Figures including 2010/11 season 

	Name
	1st
	2nd
	Total
	 
	Name
	1st
	2nd
	Total

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 G Cunningham
	129
	94
	223
	 
	 G Parker
	70
	20
	90

	 T Hollinsworth
	151
	55
	206
	 
	 T Pilbro
	59
	29
	88

	 P Elvin
	158
	14
	172
	 
	 G Pilkington
	18
	64
	82

	 P Miller
	139
	8
	147
	 
	 M Cura
	39
	34
	73

	 M Flude
	112
	18
	130
	 
	 J Riley
	59
	4
	63

	 D Stevens
	69
	60
	129
	 
	 R Sherman
	5
	58
	63

	 S Baker
	35
	85
	120
	 
	 A Spivey
	56
	6
	62

	 A Glover
	71
	31
	102
	 
	 B Ormsby
	2
	59
	61

	 E Goulding
	20
	78
	98
	 
	 J Davey
	55
	6
	61


Mid-season Reflections
As a change from the traditional individual match reports, we are reflecting on the first half of the season which has seen highs and lows for both our teams. Most matches are described fully on the club’s website: www.tavernersfc.org.uk
Thinking back to the club’s AGM, the big intention was to make an effort to sign sufficient players so that we weren’t stretched for numbers in the way that we had been for the last season or two. Extraordinarily, we have signed 16 new players since then (and only lost one or two) but, so far, the playing resources, Sunday by Sunday, have only been marginally better than last year.

There are various reasons – work, holidays, alcohol-abuse on a Saturday (!) and a general lack of commitment – and to these can be added illness and injury. Talking to other clubs, we are not alone – and the problem spans both Saturday and Sunday football.

Thankfully – and to everyone’s credit – we have hardly had to add suspensions to the list; only a handful of bookings so far.
The committee will continue to try to build numbers up so that the management can relax as the weekend approaches!

The ‘numbers-problem’ has had an effect on results: the 1st team would surely have done better than lose 5-1 to Martlesham Wanderers with a full side while the reserves will not wish to be reminded of the hammerings they have suffered when short.

Credit to everyone for taking these setbacks on the chin and sticking with us.

Of course, it doesn’t always work that way: the first team had to make last-minute changes before a brilliant performance at Kelsale while the bare eleven were on duty in our last game when FC Brookhayes were beaten for the first time this season.

And although last Sunday represented the reserves’ first win of the season, other games should have been won with more steadiness in front of goal.
Tom Brooks must be the unluckiest player so far this year, seeing a superb hat-trick expunged from the records as a result of CFC’s shock withdrawal from the League. Our 6-2 win was one of our best performances.

There have already been some memorable goals: 

A wonderful strike into the top corner – past Bramford Cock’s ex-Tav keeper Marty Smith – by Luke Farris; great control and cool finish by Jamie Brittain for our fourth in the same match; and Eamon Mongan’s sharp near-post header a fortnight ago against Brookhayes.

For the reserves, Steve Morrissey showed good control and finish against Drum & Monkey while Trevor Hollinsworth’s volleys as we fought back against Holbrook Hornets were top-class.
Our Cup ambitions were quickly ended and the two club withdrawals from the first team’s division means that we only have 8 matches to play! The reserves’ division remains 12-strong so they have plenty of action to come. 
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Spotlight on DMR Ipswich Sunday Football League 

 Division 1 (MB) & Division 3 (RM)

current tables - 2011/2012
	MB Div.1
	P
	W
	D
	L
	GD
	Pts

	FC Brookhayes
	9
	7
	1
	1
	29
	22

	Felixstowe Harpers
	9
	7
	1
	1
	25
	22

	Martlesham Wanderers
	6
	4
	0
	2
	12
	12

	Goddard & Co
	7
	4
	0
	3
	0
	12

	RE United ‘86
	9
	4
	0
	5
	-8
	12

	Taverners
	10
	4
	0
	6
	-13
	12

	Kelsale Sports Club
	6
	2
	1
	3
	4
	7

	Whitton Smashers
	5
	2
	1
	2
	1
	7

	Ipswich Thistle reserves
	8
	2
	0
	6
	-14
	6

	Bramford Cock
	9
	1
	0
	8
	-36
	0*
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	RM Div.3
	P
	W
	D
	L
	GD
	Pts

	Playford
	11
	8
	0
	3
	16
	24

	Sorrel Horse
	9
	6
	2
	1
	25
	20

	Chantry Old Boys
	7
	6
	1
	0
	27
	19

	Holbrook Hornets
	11
	5
	2
	4
	0
	17

	Whitton Knights
	7
	4
	2
	1
	13
	14

	Brantham Athletic
	10
	4
	2
	4
	-10
	14

	Worlingworth
	11
	3
	3
	5
	6
	12

	Sizewell Sports & Social Club
	9
	3
	1
	5
	-8
	10

	Shotley Rose reserves
	10
	2
	4
	4
	-13
	6

	Drum & Monkey
	7
	2
	2
	3
	-6
	8

	AFC Claydon
	11
	1
	2
	8
	-31
	5

	Taverners reserves
	9
	1
	1
	7
	-19
	4




Many of our players and supporters keep up-to-date with the club’s fortunes and activities on our website and we are grateful to Bevan Burgess for maintaining this vital communication-tool and in updating everything so promptly.

Usually we manage to have match results and reports available by the Monday following the games.

It’s been great to see Gary Pilkington back at training on a few occasions and Frank carrying out his usual match-day activities for the Tavs on Sundays; keep it going, gents!

Training sessions have been fairly well attended and we hope to get the numbers back to the bumper turn-outs we achieved back in the Autumn. There is a two-week break for Christmas and the New Year and we resume at Copleston (8pm) on Thursday January 5th.

Everyone has had their allocation of ‘500 plus’ lottery tickets for a while now – perhaps your first New Year resolution should be to get the cash due paid to Bob.
On the next page, don’t miss the first team line-up in their new playing strip, courtesy of Club sponsors’ Ollies.

The count-down to the re-start of the season looks like this:

	Sunday 25 December 
	Christmas Day
	No matches
	

	Thursday 29 December
	
	No training
	

	Sunday 1 January
	New Year’s Day
	No matches
	

	Thursday 5 January
	
	Training: Copleston 8pm
	

	Sunday 8 January
	
	1st v. Goddard & Co (away)
	Res. v. Shotley Rose res. (away)




Club sponsors:



Time has prevented including a ‘Looking Back’ feature for this season. We hope to get back to normal service in a future edition.





‘Keeping in touch’


This is our eighth ‘e-version’ News & Review and, although we are happy to produce a ‘hard copy’ for those who prefer it, distributing each edition electronically has proved cost-effective – with fewer rainforests at risk!


In addition to our current members, we have built up a data-base of ex-players and supporters who we hope enjoy keeping in touch – many, of course, will look for mentions in the ‘Looking Back’ features!


If you know of anyone who might be interested in receiving future copies, do let Bob know; all we need is an email address.


For completely up-to-date detail – with photos and weekly updated statistics & reports – do visit the club’s website:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.tavernersfc.org.uk" �www.tavernersfc.org.uk�


The website also includes archived issues of the News & Review.





We wish all our club members, supporters and other readers of the News & Review a very merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
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